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Retreven from the labours of the visi- 
tation, Bishop Middleton was enabled to 
apply his mind to the concerns of the 
city, and resumed his share in the duties 
of the pulpit. On Christmas-day, 1816, 
he preached to a congregation of hine 
hundred persons, of whom one hundred 
and eighty received the sacrament from 
his hands. On New-year’s-day, 1817, he 
also preached upon Gal. vi. 15, and took 
the opportunity of disclaiming those mis- 
chievous and absurd inferences, which are 
supposed to be deducible from the doc- 
trine of regeneration ; as, that baptism is 
sufficient to salvation, and is a remission 
of all sins which are afterwards commit- 
ted; that the opus operatum is every thing, 
&ec.; with which he had reason to believe, 
that some of his hearers, whe had been 
exceedingly hurt at the inferences con- 
tained in the commentaries upon some 
tracts then recently published in Eng- 
land, felt great satisfaction. For it ap- 
pears that the consequences of all the con- 
troversies in England reached India; and 
were doing injury to the Christian cause. 
Nothing was wanting to complete the mis- 
chief, except an intemperate spirit on the 
part of the bishop. But he pursued a dif- 
ferent course. At the same time he made 
no unjust sacrifice to popularity. 

The bishop, whose attention was always 
directed towards prevailing opinions, soon 
found that the mere distribution of the 
Scriptures would produce little effect in 
promoting Christianity among the natives. 
When his lordship was at Bombay, a Par- 
see (one of the adherents to the religion 
of Zoroaster) told a clergyman, that he 
supposed, as the bishop was come, they 
must all think of being Christians; but 
he hoped that the bishop would not give 
them “ great books, but small ones to be- 
gin with; for they could not understand 
a great deal at once.” His lordship con- 
sidered the remark generally true; and 
thet little advantage could be expected, 
except by schools and tracts. Of the lat- 
ter, very few then in India were suited to 
the state of the country. 

_Bishop Middleton’s mode 6f life, after 
his return to Calcutta, exhibits his inces- 
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sant diligence. He rose at an early hour, 
and was generally on horseback before 
the sun appeared. Then he retired to his 
library, to keep up a correspondence with 
his arehdeacous in the distant provinces, 
with the governor-general, and with the 
board of control in England. To this wae 
added, the composition of sermons, which 
he was now in the habit of preaching 
every third Sunday, and which he conti- 
nued through the year. Some part of the 
morning he was necessarily engaged in 
paying and receiving visits. The first and 
third Monday in the month he invited the 
clergy to dinner. And thus;with an hour 
for exercise before that repast, which was 
at the hour of seven, his day was ootu- 
pied. 

But amidst the various and arduous du- 
ties which continually engrossed his ut- 
tention, he did not suffer his feelings* to- 





* A remarkable proof of this, and of his de- 
votional frame of miud, is exhibited in the fol- 
lowing prayer, composed by himself, and used 
in the daily service which was performed in a 
private room in his house, fitted up for that 
purpose :-— 

*€ Almighty,Father, whose providence hath 
conducted us to these distant shores, we im- 
plore thee to prosper all our undertakings, 
which have for their object the welfare of our 
brethren, and the glory of thy holy name. 
Thou hast brought us to a land, where all who 
are sincerely devoted to thy service, may find 
occasions of doing good, and where the single 
talent may be usefully employed. Grant, O 
Lord, that whatever our hand findeth to do, 
we may do it with all our might. Save us from 
the effects of indolenee and indifference: awxken 
our zeal, quicken our exertions, and enable us 
to persevere steadily and consistently in those 
endeavours which thy Holy Spirit may su 
tous. We beseech thee also, to voucheate us 
such a portion of health, as may be 
to the discharge of our active duties, with 
suffering us to forget our dependence 
thee; or, if it should please thy providence to 
afflict us, teach us to bear our sickness patient- 
ly, and turn it to our spiritual improvement. 
And while we implore thy mercy on oursélves, 
we commend to thy especial protcetion our re- 
latives, and all who are dear to us, in our native 
land. Bless them, O Lord, and let them re. 
member us in their prayers. And to as many 
of us as thy providence shall permit to return 
to our country, grant that we may find those 
who shall remain to us, increased in every spi- 
ritual and advancing in the way of’ holi- 
ness; that 80 we may employ whatever further 
portion of life thy wisdom may assign us, in the 
17 
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wards his friends in England to lapse into 
indifference. Frequent letters were de- 
spatched to each of them, filled not only 
with an account - his maretne but 
with expressions leasing recollection 
of persons and pS which he had left 
in his native land.° These were occasion- 





end charities of kindred and holy friend- 
ship ; and exhorting one another to good works, 
as the day upproacheth, we may all pass to 
that better country, which thou hast promised 
to those that love thee, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, Amen.” , 

* The bishop seldom failed to impress the 
raind of the person whom he was addressing 
in his epistolary correspondence. On one ‘oc- 
easion, I find him writing in the following 
manner :—*“ Before this time, you are, I ima- 
gine, in orders; and though moderate attain- 
ments in theology, when accompanied with 

what is beyond all attainments, will make a 
clergyman respectable; yet, where there is 
ability, I am of opinion that something more is 
required. I will even add, that a clergyman 
seems bounden, by the very tenor of his en- 
ments, to dedicate his talents to the stu- 
ieg of his profession; not meaning, however, 
that he should confine himself to the Serip- 
tures, or to the languages and writings which 
illustrate them, though these should be primary 
objects, but that all his studies, mere or less 
remotely, should have in view the advance- 
ment of religion, and the glory of God: and 
this, I conceive, is compatible with pursuits 
which give acuteness and vigour to the under- 
standing, or which expand the imagination, or 
which store the mind with facts; arguments, 
and eloquence, and know may be brought 
to bear upon a given point, by the advocate of 
eternal truth. 

“{ have often lamented, that young men 
who have gained credit at the taking of their 
first degree (at Cambridge), act afterwards as 
if they were exempted from all exertion; the 
honours which they may have obtained at the 
age, perhaps, of twenty-one, fully satisfy their 
ambition, and they seem determined to rest 
upon them for the remainder of their lives; 
whereas in truth they are intrinsically nothing; 
though, considered as letters of recommenda- 
tion, and facilities ufforded to success in the real 
business of life, they are of the highest value, 
and really deserve the pains bestowed in ac- 
quiring them. But it is one of the instances in 
which men mistake means for ends, which I 
suppose to be the great practical error of hu- 
man life.” 


On’ another oceasion, he gave his opinion on 
the study of Hebrew :—* [ wish,” he said, 
that a certain quantity of Hebrew learning 
were made indispensable in all candidates for 
orders. It is best learnt, I think, with the 
points: not that I ascribe to them a high an- 
tiquity, or believe that they constitute the 
‘ ea veritas ;’ quite otherwise; but with- 
out them, we have no system of pronunciation 
at all: we must e our own points; and 
considering that the same three consonants, 
accordingly as we point them, may be either a 
verb or a substantive; and if a verb, of differ- 
ent voices and moods; without some system, 
we must get into endless confusion. I know, 
indeed, that the varicty of meanings which the 
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ally interspersed with reflections on the 
with which he perceived his 

life was burning, and the alteration of 
his appearance; and consequently, the 
small chance of his — enjoying the 
society of his distant friends. But such 
thoughts, indicating the tenderness of hig 
heart, were comparatively but of an hour, 
The great cause in which he was engaged; 


soon recalled the energy of his mind, and — 


carried him along 
dignity and effect. 

Naturally zealous and alive to every oc. 
currence that opposed the progress of the 
establishment of which he was the head, 
it might be expected that painful feeli 
would be excited in his breast, which in 
a less eminent person might have been’ 
dormant. Among the many and great dif. 
ficulties which attend on a man in a high 
and responsible situation, are those of ag. 
certaining the truth of the reports made 
to him, and rectifying misrepresentations, 
These retard the course of ministration, 
Such was the lot of Bishop Middleton; 
but, however much they agitated his are 
dent mind, their effect was soon counter. 
acted by his benevolence and rectitude. 

In his official capacity he was not inat 
tentive to external appearances: and if in 
this respect it be thought that he exceed 
ed the bounds of Christian simplicity, the 
motive should not be overlooked. in @ 
country habituated to ceremony and splen 
dour, he conceived, that the importaneé 
of his station could not be conveyed to 


the path of duty with 
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same consonants admit is made an argument 


against the Masorctic punctuation; but this | 
is only saying that we will have nothing to do” 


with a rule which is not infallible. So far asf 
have observed, the Masoretes agree generally 
with the Septuagint, where the latter have any 
agreement with the present Hebrew text; for 
where they differ, the Masoretes have gene 
rally given the more probable sense. It is 
something, too, that the memory of the learner 
of « dead language should be aided by a settled 
system of pronunciation, and one which admits 
a great variety of sounds, distinctive of the dif 
ferent uses of what the Anti-Masoretes would 
call the same word : e.g. saphar, he wrote; 
sopher, a sevibe; sepher, a ; is still a 
sepher: this surely cannot be meant to fucili- 
tate the progress of che learner. By the way, 
what do you make of the gnain or ain? All 
the old grammars give it the power of gn or 
1” but, if we may trust the modern nn 
who are strongly epee by the Septuagint, 
and by the use of the same letter in the eog- 
nate languages of Arabic and Syriac, it is little 
more than a breathing; and in the beginning 
and middle of a w is scarcely perceptible. 
The Septuagint sometimes omit it in the G 
and sometimes represent it by a gamma. The 
word Baal-Peor furnishes an instance of both. 
I have little doubt that this letter was the pa- 
rent of the Greek digamma.” 

The above extracts were made from letters 
addressed to the Rev. Hastings Robinson, of 
St. John’s College, Cambridge. 
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the public mind, without some appearance 
of the state which surrounded other o 
cers of distinction, The well-regula 
mind, indeed, requires no higher excite- 
ment to veneration, than the weight of 
the episcopal commission ; yet, on the in- 
considerate and unenlightened, the ap- 
of a moderate external dignity 
may have a beneficial effect. 
bout this time it appears that he re- 
ceived documents relating to a doubt en- 
tertained by the chaplains of the presi- 
dency-church at Madras, respecting the 
right of the archdeacons to the use of 
the pulpit. The chaplains remonstrated 
agains t further submissions injurious to 
ir rights; and declared, that they 
esteemed the pulpit to be as entirely 
their own as it is the right of a rector or 
vicar in England ; and solemnly protested 
against the archdeacon’s occupation of it 
at will. To this the bishop replied, that 
the whole of the proceeding was founded 
in a misconception of the nature and te- 
nure of the situations which English cler- 
gymen hold in India. These documents, 
not merely in one of the passages to which 
he had referred, but generally and through- 
out, were framed upon the assumption that 
the East-India company’s chaplains were 
to be taken as parochial incumbents. It 
was his earnest wish, as a friend to every 
measure which could add to the respec- 
tability and increase the usefulness of his 
clergy, that he might live to see them 
put upon that most desirable footing ; but 
till that should be accomplished, all rea- 
soning founded upon the rights of the be- 
neficed clergy in England must evidently 
be fallacious, and could only tend to con- 
fusion. A rector in England is, indeed, 
“ persona ecclesia,” in full possession of 
all the rights of a parochial church; his 
spiritual rights are conveyed to him by 
institution, and his temporal rights by in- 
duction ; but in India, except in the case 
of the archdeacons, there is neither insti- 
tution or induction, nor any oath against 
simony; but the whole tenure is simply a 
nomination from the local government, in 
consequence of a general appointment by 
the court of directors, upon which the bi- 
shop is authorized to grant his license, if 
he see fit. To license the chaplains, is all 
the bishop has to do; he cannot give them 
institution. The license granted is the 
same which in England is granted to sti- 
pendiary curates on their nomination by 
an incumbent, and the effect of the license 
is not only to authorize the chaplain to of- 
ficiate, but to prevent his removal against 
his will, unless the bishop shall see fit to 
revoke the license; and certainly to give 
him an exclusive right to his pulpit against 
all other chaplains, not authorized in like 
manner to assist him in his duties. 
But after the original misconception, 


_ the bishop was not surprised that the pre- 
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sidency-cheploiae did not perceive the 
ground of the archdeacon’s claims. 
remarked, indeed, very truly, that it was 
not by the archdeacon that the law had 
provided for the duties of the pulpit. The 
thing is in its own nature impossible both 
in England and India: in England, it is 
by incumbents, or those to whom they de- 
legate their duties; and with respect to 
India, the law has recognized the right of 
the East-India company to send English 
clergymen to officiate at the stations to 
which they shall be appointed and li- 
censed. But these stations are not pa- 
rishes, and of course they have no paro- 
chial churches: and it seems not to have 
been considered, that the case of the pria- 
cipal church at Madras and at Bombay is, 
if possible, still further removed than the 
others from the analogy of a church in an 
English parish. 

But still the question remained, in the 
present instance, “ What were the rights 
of the archdeacon of Madras, with corey 
to the presidency church?” The chap- 
lains admitted, without reserve, his ciaim 
to the oversight of the duties of the pul- 
pit, and to watch and enforce the due per- 

ormance of them ; and the bishop added, 
that all matters of regulation which would 
fail within the province of the bishop, if 
he were upon the spot, belong to the 
archdeacon, subject, in case of doubt or 
dispute, to the bishop’s revision. 

With regard, however, to the archdea- 
con’s duties in the service of the church, 
the bishop saw no reason to depart from 
the tenor of a former letter which he had 
addressed to the archdeacon. He therein 
gave it as his judgment, that the arch- 
deacon ought to preach on the peaviee 
festivals, and at other times occasionally, 
about which he certainly did not foresee 
any chance of dispute. The presidency- 
chaplains, however, observed, that in that 
letter the bishop did not advert to the 
law of the case, or the custom of the 
church ; and they expressed concern, im 
which he heartily participated, that on 
that occasion his sentiments had not af. 
forded them full satisfaction. He, how- 
ever, suggested to them, that when they 


asked for laws, and canons, and ome 
of the church, strictly and verballpappl f 
cable to such cases as that u Oe 
deration, they asked for what not Sy 


does not, but cannot exist. All these up 
pose, with respect to the clergy, the ex.” ~ 
istence of parishes; and with respect te 
dignities, that of a cathedral within a 
practicable distance, to which such dig- 
nitaries are to repair at stated times, and 
to take their portion of duty. But their 
dignities are not usually their only pre- 
ferments; an archdeacon, especially, has 
commonly a benefice within the limits of 
the archdeaconry, where he, at once at- 
tends to the ecclesiastical concerns of his 
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Peeaiiction, and discharges, within the 
imits of his parish, the duties of a paro- 
chial incumbent. Now nothing of all this 
applied to the state of India, for neither 
could the archdeacon of Madras be ex- 
pected to go at stated times to the cathe- 
dral at Calcutta, neither had he any cure 
exclusively his own within his archdea- 
conry, nor indeed any where; so that, ac- 
cording to the view of the subject taken 
oF, tee presidency-chaplains of Madras, 
archdeacons of Madras and Bombay 
could never be heard from the pulpits of 
their respective churches, unless by ask- 
ing leave of the chaplains. It was impos- 
sible, in the bishop’s opinion, te su 
that the nates intended any thing 0 
humiliating to the archdeacons, or that 
they would have created an appointment, 
which thus, instead of giving dignity and 
consideration to the established religion, 
would rather involve it in discredit, from 
the apparent supineness of the higher 
elergy in maintaining and advancing Chris- 
tianity. His Majesty, by his letters pa- 
tent, had directed, that in future the arch- 
deaconries should be given, as they be- 
come vacant, to chaplains of the com- 
pany; intending no doubt the encourage- 
ment and reward of superior learning and 
piety; but if clergymen, thus honourably 
recommended, are to be ipso facto si- 
lenced by their appointment, a regard for 
the interests of religion ought perhaps to 
lead the bishop to select for his archdea- 
cons persons of inferior qualifications. 

The bishop, therefore, had no scruple 
in considering the right of the archdea- 
cons to take part in the duties of the prin- 
cipal church in their respective archdea- 
conries, to be a right intended and im- 
plied in their very appointment, and vir- 
tually conveyed to them by their institu- 
tion; and that, even though the presi- 
dency-chaplains were “ persone ecclesie,” 
(if indeed the definition of that character, 
as cited from Blackstone, will allow us to 
suppose two “ persone” in one and the 
same church,) his lordship was still of 
opinion, that this would be no bar to the 
right of the archdeacon to a certain par- 
ticipation in the use of the pulpit, inas- 
much as the chaplains could not hold 
their ie by a fuller sanction than that 
upon which the arclideacon grounded his 
claim. 

But the bishop did not think it neces- 
sary to insist upon what, in his diocese, 
was merely hypothetical: in that country 
there were neither rectors, vicars, nor 
parishes, and he conceived that the share 
which the archdeacon should take in the 
service of the principal church within his 
archdeaconry, was entirely matter of epis- 
copal regulation. 


In Bombay, he assigned to the archdea- . 


con the same Sundays and festivals for his 
turn in preaching, which he had given to 
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himself as bishop in the cathedral, viz, 
the morning of the Circumcision, Septua- 
ima Sunday, Mid-Lent Sunday, Easter. 

y, Whitsunday, the first Sunday in Ad. 
vent, and Christmas-day. These occasions 


he wished the archdeacon to consider ag , 


his proper turns, to be taken, however, by 
the chaplain, whose turn it would other. 
wise be, if the archdeacon be sick, or ne 
cessurily absent. But he still thought, 
that an archdeacon confining himself to 
his appointed turns, would hardly be ac. 
tuated with the earnestness and zeal which 
might reasonably be expected from his 
station. On the other hand, he was aware 
that rights pushed to extremities, or ex. 
ercised in an uncourteous or inconsider- 
ate manner, frequently become wrongs: 
and he should not approve any needless or 


vexatious interference of an archdeacon 


with the chaplains in their reasonable 
claims. In general, if the archdeacon 
wished to preach occasionally, he would 
not exceed his just participation in the 
use of the pulpit by preaching once ina 
month, in which he had not an appointed 
turn. 

This wise and temperate decision did 
not fail to have considerable weight with 
the clergy at Madras; but when the bi- 
shop visited that presidency at a subse 
quent period, it appeared that it had not 
been received by them with that entire 
approbation which it deserved. 

On the 7th of August, 1818, the bishop 
laid the foundation-stone of the church at 
Dum Dum, the station of the artillery, 
which he afterwards consecrated, and in 


which he confirmed several persons, chief 


ly soldiers of the-station. 

Soon after this occurrence, he had an 
acquisition to his domestic circle in his 
chaplain, Mr. Hawtayne, of Exeter Col 
lege, Oxford, whose worth the bishop d 
appreciated. The time for a second vist 
tation of his diocese was fast approach- 
ing; and the interval between his returm 
to Calcutta and the present period was 
much employed upon a work on the Syrian 
ritual, which unhappily was never brought 
to a completion. 

On the 10th of February, 1819, he em- 
barked in the Stanmore to visit his dio- 
cese a second time, being attended by 
Mrs. Middletonand his chaplain, Mr. Haw- 
tayne, and anchored in Madras roads on 
the 27th of the same month. He landed 
on the following morning, when he was 
received by the archdeacon and clergy. 
In the evening, Mrs. Elliot, wife of t 
governor, died ; and the bishop offered to 
perform the last offices at her funeral. On 
the Sunday he preached at the fort church, 
in which she was interred, expressly on 
the occasion. 

Whilst he remained at Madras, he 
preached every Sunday at St. George’s, 
and once more at the fort; he a 
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two meetings of iety for Promoting 
Christian Know ; the consequences 
of which he hoped would be the restora- 
tion of the Vepery press to more than its 
former activity. He visited the Vepery 
mission; and wrote to the parent society 
in London generally on its affairs, and 
particularly on an increase of mission- 
aries. With the native Christians he had 
a long conference, and pointed out the im- 
propriety of their retaining heathen pro- 
cessions with tom-toms, &c., at their wed- 
dings, contrary to the order of their head. 
Three hundred and seventeen persons re- 
ceived the rite of confirmation from his 
hands: they were composed of all ranks, 
from the son and daughter of the gover- 
nor, to the children and orphans of the 
common scldier. After the service, he ex- 
horted them at considerable length, and 
distributed amongst them his address, 
which had been previously printed. The 
visitation of the clergy and delivery of a 
charge to them, occupied a portion of his 
time. He looked into the system of teach- 
ing at the male asylum, and used his in- 
fluence to put that institution upon a sys- 
tem of greater regularity. He also conse- 
crated the fort burying-ground, and the 
church and burying-ground at Poonama- 
lee; and wrote to the Madras govern- 
ment, pressing the necessity of the erec- 
tion of a church at Vepery, and an in- 
crease in the number of chaplains. 

Having attended to every point of im- 
portance, and spent the Easter at this pre- 
sidency, he embarked on the 14th April 
for Penang. On the voyage, the ship en- 
countered rough weather, and passed so 
near the shore of Car-Nicobar island, as 
to afford a view of the huts of the inha- 
bitants, which resembled bee-hives, being 
somewhat of that shape, and standing on 
piles. The inhabitants of this island are 
a race of savages. The remainder of the 
voyage had the prospect of not being more 
favourable than the beginning. For a ship 
appeared which was supposed to belong 
to a pirate, and preparations were made 
for an action, but in the end the vessel 
was discovered to be a merchantman ; and 
the Stanmore anchored at Penang on the 
29th without further alarm. The day fol- 
lowing the bishop landed, and breakfasted 
with the governor at Suffolk. 

On the 2d of May he preached at the 
new church; a subsequent day was occu- 
pied in examining the children of the 
free school ; and on the 8th he held a con- 
firmation, when twenty-six children re- 
ceived that rite in the presence of a nu- 
merous congregation ; to whom he deli- 
vered and distributed an address, as he 
had done at Madras. On the following 
Sunday, he again preached with reference 


to the death of Queen Charlotte.* The . 





* In 1818 the bishop preached a very im. 
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consecration of the church and burying- 
ground, and administration of the sacra- 
ment to twenty-five persons, (being a much 
greater number than had ever been known 
at the celebration of that sacred ordinance 
in the island,) as well as the formation of 
a district committee of the Society for 
Promoting Christian Knowledge in con- 
junction with Bencoolen, also occupied his 
time and attention. The bishop held the 
first meeting of the society before he left 
Penang, which received great encourage- 
ment from the governor and persons pre- 
sent. He preached a sermon on local mat- 
ters, which the governor requested him 
to publish. It derived its chief interest 
from its being delivered by an English 
prelate in the straits of Malacca, on an 
island, where, forty years be fore, monkeys 
and tigers held their undisturbed domi- 
nion. It was intended only to convey pas- 
toral instruction adapted to the circum- 
stances of the inhabitants, and an affec- 
tionate farewell to a small community, 
which the bishop had no prospect of ever 
seeing again. After attending to every 
circumstance which promised benefit to 
this remote part of his diocese, and re- 
ceiving the marked attention and thanks 
of the government, he returned to the ves- 
sel, which weighed anchor on the 20th, on 
her return to Calcutta. 

Their course lay along the northern 
shore of Sumatra, which they coasted as 
far as Acheen Head. The remaining part 
of the voyage was impressed upon the bi- 
shop’s memory; and he described it to a 
friend in the following terms :—“ Off 
Acheen Head lie several islands, which, 
with the Golden Mountain on the coast of 
Sumatra, form an assemblage of grand 
scenery. Through these we passed in a 
fine evening, with smooth water and a 
gentle breeze. The setting sun exhibited 
the whole to the greatest advantage, by 
throwing a mild yet steady light upen 
parts of the scene, and leaving the rest 
in ‘ darkness visible.” ” The bishop had 
never, either in nature or art, seen the 
contrast of light and shade so finely mark- 
ed, or displayed on so large a scale. In 
the morning the ship had made its way 
into the Bay of Bengal, and the scene was 
completely changed. Stormy weather suc- 
ceeded. Provisions were beginning to fail, 
and for four days the sun was so obscured 
that no observation could be made to as- 
certain where they were, or direct them 
to the pilot-station; and without a pilot 
the ship could not enter the river. Hap- 
pily they made the station, and were car- 
ried into the river; where they arrived on 
Sunday, the 13th June, and joined in di- 


€ 





pressive sermon en the death of the Princess 
Charlotte. It is much to be regretted that it 
was not published, and that it was destroyed 
with his other papers. 
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vine service with feelings of peculiar de- 
light. Immediately afterwards boats came 
with a supply of fruit and vegetables, and 
they ate their repast “ with gladness and 
singleness of heart.” 

The bishop being arrived at Calcutta, 
found that sectaries of all denominations 
were landing in the country, which might 
distract the opinions of the natives, and 
prevent the progress of religion accordin 
to the tenets of the Church of England. 
But he considered the raising of that 
church in India practicable, if all the 
clergy under his jurisdiction concurred 
in his views. In this he was often disap- 
pointed. Still he was determined to ex- 
ert his utmost ability to obtain this great 
object. He preached every third Sunday, 
and delivered his lectures on the litany 
every alternate Sunday evening. Besides 
this, he allotted to himself seven Sundays 
and holidays in the year, and the same 
number to the archdeacon. Every Wed- 
nesday during Lent, the children of the 
boarding-schools were catechised by the 
chaplain, except in Passion-week, when 
he himself undertook to hear the best 
proficients, and examined them in Bishop 
Mann’s exposition. At the same time he 
delivered to them an address, which he 
afterwards distributed among them. 

The bishopric, totally undefined as to 
its powers, was a difficult and almost an 
unmanageable undertaking: and in the 

of his efforts, it was not sur- 
prising that the eminent person who filled 
it, should find himself impeded in various 
quarters. A Scotch church had been erect- 
ed at Calcutta; a missionary of the Inde- 
pendents set a subscription on foot for an 
union chapel; and the Baptists used un- 
remitting endeavours to disseminate their 
tenets, and erected schools for the natives. 
They conceived that their pretensions to 
notice were considerable, having been 
€stablished at Calcutta and in the pro- 
Winces nearly thirty years; and they soli- 
ited the attention of the bishop to their 
; but, as might be expected, he 
declined embarking in their enterprise. 
* Bishop Middleton, though a man of the 
most acute feeling, was too firm a charac- 
ter to suffer either the principles or the 
government of the church to be compro- 
mised. He felt as the first bishop of Ephe- 
sus must have done, when he received the 
epistle of St. Paul, that it was not for him 
to give way to opposite opinions, however 
charitably he might deal with them. 

When we consider the dreadful super- 
Stitions of the natives, the contending 
sentiments of sectaries, and the obstacles 
thrown in the way of discipline, we may 
form an adequate estimate of the mental 
labour of this zealous and upright prelate. 

Some time before his second return to 
Calcutta, the bishop had sent a proposi- 
tion to the board of control, that he should 





) {Nog 
have the power of assigning salaries of 
Fong 200/. to 300/. each, to not more than 
persons, Europeans or “* country. 
»” ordained by the bishop of Calcut. 
ta, and capable of preaching to the na. 
tives, Portuguese, and “ country-born,” 
in the languages of the East. These were 
not to be precisely missionaries, but de. 
signed to bring into the communion of 
our church, a large class of stragglers at 
the several presidencies. But the project 
did not take effect. All these things the 
bishop felt were against the cause en. 
trusted to him, namely, the settlement of 
the church in India. The situation was 
trying, and he almost sunk under its pres- 
sure. He endeavoured to act, and prayed 
to God to direct him in all things for the 
best; but he seemed as a man turned 
adrift upon the ocean, without either sail 
or oar. 

To increase his anxiety about this time, 
Mr. Pzzold and Mr. Pohle, missionaries 
from the Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge, died ; and the trust was left 
in the hands of Mr. Kohlhoff, a person ad- 
vanced in life, and unable to sustain the 
weight of duty. The bishop saw that, un 
less the mission were strengthened, it 
must cease; and he made a strong repre- 
sentation of the case to the parent society 
in London. 

Other hopes were blighted; a distin. 
guished Hindoo, of whose entire conver. 
sion to nage a | reasonable expecta 
tions were formed, now appeared 
proaching to Deism, and there was litte 
chance of his being established in the 
faith. 

The buildings of the free school of 
which the bishop was patron, and for 
which he had obtained masters from Eng- 
land, had been enlarged, and an increase 
of scholars was expected; the population 
of Calcutta was rapidly extending, and 
especially the class who would be bene- 
fited by the school. This was a pleasing 
circumstance, but he lamerted that he 
had not the means of being useful on & 
more extended scale. Institutions are 
every thing in the East. A prelate to be 
efficient in this respect, must be a founder; 
for there piety and munificence are almost 
synonymous. Every Brahmin of high rank 
is a sort of grand almoner. They have of- 
ten vast funds for this purpose ; and this 
in fact is the ground of the great consi- 
deration attached to their functions. 

The or explained his views to per- 
sons in England connected with India af- 
fairs, and stated that whatever was allow- 
ed for the extension of his jurisdiction to 
Ceylon, (a measure then in contempla- 
tion,) he wished to appropriate to the in- 
terests of religion in that island. 

Two points appeared necessary to the 
diffusion of Christianity in the East; the 
sending out of missionaries by the Society 
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for the Propagatiomof the Gospel, and a 
power vested 1 the bishop to ordain mi- 
nisters to officiate to the “ country-born,” 
‘or native congregation. On the latter, it 
was necessary that the bishop should ob- 
tain the opinion of some civilian in Eng 
land, and on the former, the certainty of 
fixed stipends for such as should be or- 
dained. 

Four stationed committees had been 
established in the archdeaconry of Cal- 
cutta; one as far north as the neighbour- 
hood of Delhi; and the bishop’s mind, 
which had been long depressed by the 
feeble state of the missions, revived upon 
receiving infurmation of the liberal grant 
of the Society for the Propagation of the 


Cups for their support. 

The society, in consequence of a repre- 
sentation from the archbishop of Canter- 
bury, the president, invited his lordship 
to co-operate with them, and to suggest 
such measures as might ap to him 
best calculated to promote their designs. 

Bishop Middleton rejoiced in the op- 
portunity thus afforded him, of discharg- 
ing more extensively the momentous duty 
of his diocese ; and recommended the esta- 
blishment of a college in the immediate 
vicinity of Calcutta. 

Whilst this plan was in agitation, he 
received an account of the death of Arch- 
deacon Mousley at Madras, a person whom 
he held in the highest esteem. The arch- 
deacon was so much respected and be- 
loved, that great deference was paid to 
him, even by those who, on some points, 
differed from him in opinion, He was a 
good divine, and an eminent Orientalist. 
In the latter character he was well known 
at Oxford; and went to India chiefly to 
prosecute that line of study. 

(The remainder in our next.) 


——_ 
For the Christian Journal. 
Miscellanea Theologica.—No V. 


Tue late and present disputes in Great 
Britain, respecting the perfections, im- 
perfections, advantages, and evils of the 
established church of England, cannot 
fail but be highly interesting to a mem- 
ber of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the United States. The church to 
which he belongs is, to all intents and 
purposes, the church of England de- 
vested of her mere localities, and of 
such of her rites, ceremonies, and forms, 
as have become inconvenient or anti- 
quated. ‘To compare the changes made 
to effect this object, with the projects of 
those who are desirous of bringing about 
a similar reformation in the mother 
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charch itself, is in the highest in- 
teresting, and not without its use. If 
they differ, it must be useful to examine 
the nature of the differ determine 
the causes, and decide upon the com- 
parative excellence of the various plans. 
If they agree, it is not a little pleasing 
to receive suffrages in favour of our 
church from those who might be ex- 
pected to be least disposed to give them, 
unless extorted by necessity or unde- 
niable desert. 
Such are the ideas which have, re- 
peatedly occurred to my mind during 
the perusal of accounts of parliamentary 
debates upon these subjects, and of the 
various works which have been written 
pro and contra the necessity of a re- 
formation in the Anglican Established 
Church. But they never so forcibly re- 
curred as lately, when chance gave me 
an opportunity of perusing an article in 
a late number of Blackwood’s Edin- 
burgh Magazine, * On the necessity of 
alterations in the Book of Common 
Prayer.” This Book is the proudest 
ornament of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in England and America. Its 
constant use is one of her peculiar fea- 
tures, and her most effectual safeguard 
against the encroachments of heresy 
and schism. Alterations of its contents 
must therefore assume an especial de- 
gree of importance, which is not les- 
sened by the consideration, that as the 
Common Prayer contains a practical 
summary of the doctrines of the church, 


any changes made in it may, and, if of 


any considerable extent, must, 


subject, must be added the existence of 
attempts in our own country to procure 
alterations in that revised and amended 
copy, which was adopted by the found- 
ers of the American Precedzent Episco- 
pal Church. It is of no small moment 
in determining the question whether 
such attempts deserve encouragement, 
to ascertain how far they are coincident 
with the ideas of necessary reformation 
entertained in England. If they should 
be countenanced by the latter, although 
the main question would still have to be 
settled on the independent ground of 
present expediency and necessity, yet 
no small additional weight would be 
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the essential principles of the chureh, 
To all these causes of interest in 
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thrown into the scale in the affirmative 
of that question. 1f,on the contrary, no 
such changes should have been deemed 
necessary im the mother church, it 
would afford a strong presumption that 
it is rather the propensity to overdo 
which is so frequently observable in 
persons engaged in a work of reforma- 
tion, or the love of novelty, or some 
latent dislike to forms in general, than 
any sense of absolute necessity, which 
causes the desire for change in our ex- 
isting Book of Common Prayer. 

Many, if not all, of the alterations in 
the publiciservice of the English church 
which are warmly advocated by many 
in Great Britain, had been proposed 
and defended previously to the forma- 
tion of the liturgy of our own church. 
It is not, therefore, surprising that so 
far, the framers of our book should 
agree with those who now desire a re- 
vision of that of the English church. 
How much more is now found fault 
with, and what other changes are now 
proposed, will be best seen by noticing 
the contents of the essay which has 
given occasion to these remarks :—it 
would well deserve an entire insertion, 
did not its length present a positive ob- 
jection. 

The author introduces his subject by 
giving a brief history of the Common 

ayer, of its origin, its changes, and 
all its subsequent revisions, for the pur- 
pose of showing, first, that the Church 
of England never considered her ser- 
vice infallible, but has actually altered 
jt, at several times, as the necessities of 
the varivus cases required ; and, second- 
ly, that the origin and progress of the 
liturgy was such as necessarily left it 
in many things suited rather to the 
age in which it was composed, than to 
subsequent periods, much less the pre- 
sent day. 

He commences his statement of ne- 
cessaty amendments with the following 
paragraph. 

“ The few faults which we have to 
find with the Book of Common Prayer 
are scarcely to be sought for in the or- 
dinary service of the church. Than the 
offices of morning and evening devo- 
tion, we are free to confess, that it will 
be in vain to look for any thing supe- 
rior, in any merely human composition, 
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either ancient or modern. We ourselves 
know of nothing equal to it. There is 
a comprehensiveness, a pathos, anda 
beauty, spread all over it. Its petitions 
are all so well adapted for public wor 
ship, and express, at the same time, so 
clearly the wants of individuals, that we 
never peruse them without being more 
than half convinced that they were not 
drawn up under the guidance of humag 
reason alone. If ever the Spirit of truth 
can be supposed to have operated upon 
the minds of men in comparatively mo 
dern times, we think we can perceive 
traces of his operations here. Who cana 
read, for example, the glorious litany, 
without experiencing sensations very 
different from those which affect him 
on ordinary occasions? Nor are the 
prayers which constitute what is called 
the desk service, greatly behind it: in 
fact, there is hardly a word in the ordi- 
nary devotions of the English church, 
either in its matins or in its vespers, 
which we should wish to see erased.” 
The writer goes on, however, to start 
a doubt whether the services, that for 
morning especially, be not too long— 
whether the Lord’s prayer and the be 
nediction be not too often repeated— 
whether the state prayers be not toon 
merous—and whether these evils might 
not be remedied by using the different 
portions of the service, as they were 
originally intended to be used, at dis- 
tinct times,—“ keeping the churches 
open all Sunday long, and causing four 
distinct services, instead of two, to be 
performed.”—I have heard and seen 
complaints respecting the length of our 
morning service, and objections to re 
petitions, somewhat similar to those 
above, brought as reasons why the ser 
vice should be, not divided into distinet 
offices, but mutilated and curtailed. 
Let not the framers of such complaints 
suppose that this writer agrees with 
them. The service which he hesitates 
to call too long, is, either with or with- 
out the litany, one seventh of its whole 
length longer than ours. In our morn- 
ing service the Lord’s prayer is once 
omitted and twice left discretionary 
with the officiating minister, where it is 
obligatory in the English liturgy. Seven 
state prayers have been omitted; in the 
morning prayer alone, two. Thus al! 
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the objections to the ordinary service 
of the English church have been ob- 
viated by the framers of our liturgy 
When I say a/l, 1 except one which our 
author has himself excepted from his 
general classification cited above, and 
which he considers as of material im- 
portance. It relates to the first lessons 
chosen for the Sundays throughout the 
year, and to those for ordinary days 
which are taken from the Apocrypha. 
Of the former a great proportion are 
merely historical, and contain only bar- 
ren-details of names and dates. The 
latter are notoriously unfit for the pur- 

of public instruction. But again, 
neither of these objections touch the 
liturgy of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States. Our table 
of lessons for Sundays has been totally 
altered from that of the English Prayer 
Book; the arrangement having been 
almost entirely changed, and a large 
number of lessons from the prophecies 
inserted in place of others from the his- 
torical books; while all those which 
came under the objection given, were 
expunged, and others more generally 
interesting substituted in their room. 
All the apocryphal books are rejected 
from our daily calendar; and only 26 
chapters, selected from the doctrinal 
books of Wisdom and Ecclesiasticus, 
are retained as lessons for particular 
holy-days. 

The next part of the liturgy noticed 
by our author is the Athanasian creed. 
The objection to it is one of the oldest 
made against the service of the English 
church, and has been a thousand times 
the subject of warm and learned con- 
troversy. Be its validity what it may, 
the disputes which it has occasioned 
abundantly justify us in rejoicing that 
it cannot apply to our liturgy, in which 


. jhe obnoxious creed does not appear. 


The feelings of the weak brother have 
been consulted, and we are contented 
with the multiplied expressions of be- 
lief in the Triune God which are con- 
tained in the devotional parts of the 
Common Prayer, and with the plain 
and simple declarations of the Nicene 
creed. 

The commination service used on 
Ash-Wednesday by theEnglish church, 


and the forms of prayer for the 5th of 


Vou. X. 
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November, the 30th of January, and the 
29th of May, are next arked on. 
With the latter, and the many incon- 
sistencies they contain, we, as an Ame- 
rican church, have of course no concern. 
With relation to the former, those who 
are displeased with it, can have no ob- 
jection to the liturgy of our church, in 
which (three beautiful prayers to which 
no pious christian would object, and 
none ever has objected, alone excepted) 
it is not inserted. But as an expression 
of my own sentiments concerning it, I 
must indulge myself in transcribing 
from my author. 


* Of the service for Ash-Wednesday, 
we have very little tosay. It has, we 
are aware, been objected to by many 
well meaning persons, because of the 
frequent application of scriptural male- 
dictions to particular sinners; and, no 
doubt, he who never attended public 
worship in an English church before, 
might well be startled, were he to enter 
the house of prayer at one remarkable 
juncture in its progress. But the ob- 
jection is wholly without point. The 
minister only repeats certain texts of 
scripture, having previously warned his 
congregation that they are such; whilst 
the prayers and confessions which fol- 
low have in them so much of genuine 
piety, that we think few could join in 
them unmoved. We would not alter a 
line of that service. It does honour 
throughout to those who drew it up ;— 
we only wish that the members of the 
church were better acquainted with it,” 


Most heartily do I concur in’ this 
wish, applying it to my cis-atlantic 
brethren. The service in question is 
primitive; itis solemn; it is heart-rend- 
ing. No sermon could be better adapt- 
ed to awaken conviction in the sinner’s 
breast, than the solemn denunciations, 
the earnest warnings, the pathetic ex- 
hortations, in the commination service 
of the Church of England. 

I have not concluded my extracts; 
but as | have overstepped my usual 
bounds, and, although the subject is one 
on which I can never tire, may have 
tired my readers, (if any | should have) 
T must defer the remainder until another 


opportunity. 
" P. Dz G. 
18 











For the Christian Journal. 
Interiour of a Parish.—No. V1. 


My last communication related to 
the ordination service, and the vital, 
religious, sentimenis experienced on an 
especial occasion of its administration. 
The effect of which upon the audience, 
as was therein described, will go far, I 
think, in the mind of every candid in- 
quirer, to lead to this conclusion—that 
the glory of God and the prosperity of 
the church are identified in the all-im- 
portant matters of religion. The one 
is united inseparably with the other. 
You were informed, in No. V. that all 
religious distinctions and opinions of 
even those persons who had assembled 
from different denominations, seemed 
forgotten, or at least suspended, under 
the powerful .influence of that solemn 
service. Such was the striking effect of 
that scene only; and such the beauty 
and wonder of that “form of sound 
words” handed down to us: like as the 
word of God in primitive apostolic 
times,—and so now, and so it ever will 
be, when in faith it is similarly admi- 
nistered,—was always most efficacious 
or conducive to these important pur- 
poses, humanly speaking, when it ad- 
hered most closely to t rdinances 
and simple institutions of Christ’s reli- 
gion; like as on the day of pentecost, 
when “there came a sound from heaven 
as of a mighty rushing wind, and it filled 
all the house where they were sitting ;” 
so now may we not believe all “ spake 
as the spirit gave them utterance ;” and 
though of different languages, yet then 
all united in the important truths of 
Christianity ;—so now, in like manner, 
we may confidently hope that this won- 
drous display, this union, may again be 
exhibited among different persuasions 
of christians—a truly religious feeling 
manifested in these latter days among 
us, in which all minor interests must 
concentrate. 

Here have we, then, a living witness 
before our senses, of the astonishing 
power of the ‘ word of God’ displayed 
at a church ordination; and the influ- 
ence generally on those who were de- 
_ scribed as attending our ordination ser- 
vice: and were our minds properly de- 
voted to God, and our hearts engaged, 
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I venture to affirm, in any other, let it 
be whatever part of the prayer book 
service you may choose to select for an 
example, the same important character, 
the same coincidence of feeling, the 
same happy result would inevitably fol- 
low. It is complete, taken as a whole, 
and simple in each of its parts. We 
would not wish to add to, nor retrench 
from it. It is one of the best comments 
on scripture, and affords probably the 
plainest and most appropriate form of 
worship existing in the world. 

Take, for instance, a question out of 
the catechism :—“ How many sacra 
ments hath Christ ordained in his 
church ?”—Answer: “ Two only, as 
generally necessary to salvation; that 
is to say, baptism, and the supper of the 
Lord.” Néthing can be reducible into 
a plainer or narrower compass than 
this; and yet, without some form we 
should have retained none at all of the 
essentials. Some religious societies (to 
mention the Socinian party among the 
Friends) have neither “ creeds nor con- 
fessions,” nor * sacraments :” and what 
must inevitably be the result of this 
state of things? Will it not most likely 
eventuate in an avowed declaration of 
the sentiments of different parties, if 
not in an open rupture in that society ? 
May it not practically be proved always 
to terminate in this way, when there 
can no appeal be made, in case of con- 
troversy, to a prescribed form of sound 
doctrines, or where the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit is not sought after? Re- 
vealed religion is in danger, in such 
cases, of giving way; and its mild prin- 
ciples made to subserve human purpo- 
ses and inclinations: natural religion is 
substituted in its place, because there is 
no proper exposition of faith, and the 
holy and distinctive principles and 
practices of the church, as handed down 
to us in her prayer book by our most 
excellent reformers, are ultimately lost; 
the doctrine of free grace is unheeded ; 
and the lamentable result experienced, 
of becoming Pelagians or semi-Pela- 
gians, Socinians, or nothingarians. The 
human mind by nature resorts to a co- 
venant of works; and here the law leads 
to condemnation, instead of being a 
schoolmaster to lead to Christ. In this 
manner all religious consolation fails ; 
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there is in fact no religion left; and its 
main doctrines as revealed in theTrini- 
ty—the fall, and consequent innate de- 
pravity—atonement by aSaviour—and 
a new creation by the Holy Spirit—are 
totally rejected from their creed. 

We see no reason therefore, and our 
experience daily confirms this opinion, 
to lay aside or retrench in any single 
point the order and beauty of that form 
of worship prescribed in the prayer 
book. All those who have become ac- 
customed to its plan, and the mode of 
worship pointed out therein, have inva- 
riably become attached to it. Lay 
aside the form, and you lose the church. 
Retrench one part, and you may not 
know where to stop; you may be in 
danger of losing the whole, In some 
measure, therefore, the whole depends 
upon the several parts, and each part 
upon the whole. There is apprehen- 
sion of disparagement in making inno- 
vations. ; 

We do not however pretend to say 
that it is all perfect. Such a model is 
not within human reach: but it is as 
perfect as man can make it, we believe: 
and we will go upon the principle which 
Christ has dictated with respect to the 
“tares and the wheat—let both grow 
together until the harvest.” Our, re- 
formers too have shown us an example 
on this subject, for they were aware of 
the good and the bad in “ the visible 
church ;” bat as no one is competent 
to form a right judgment who are troly 
converted and who are not, they formed 
the prayers of the church and its forms 
under the supposition that her members 
were composed of both kinds; and at 
the same time they did not pretend to 
restrict the offer of salvation. 

Now let us behold with full confi- 
dence and delight its bounteous scope. 
See its advantages. The church be- 
gins the ecclesiastical year at Advent; 
throughout which season are appro- 
priate selections from scripture ap- 
pointed, and so on through the whole 
year. By this arrangement an appro- 
priate, and consequently a more im- 

pressive sermon may be made by the 
minister; and the whole of the scrip- 
tures or nearly so—that is, suitable pas- 
sages from each book—are read: and 
thus those persons who attend at church 
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regularly may have an advantage over 

all other denominations who do not ob- 

serve this wise regulation. Unquestion- 

ably this has occurred toevery one who 

visits the Episcopal church as a decided 

privilege; for often they will remember 

passages very distinctly,and even those 

which they cannot recollect reading 

ever, merely from having heard them 
read as particular lessons of the day. 

“ The interiour of any Episcopal par- 
ish” can furnish many instances of this 

nature to any person that will choose 
to make the investigation. It is not 
however intended herein, nor is it ne- 
cessary, to proceed to any length with 
these remarks. ‘Those which have been 
offered are the result of experience,and 
of so general, and I trust consistent a 
nature, as to give no umbrage. Their 
character and tendency will justify the 
assurance that they can neither be mis- 
conceived nor misapplied. We are rea- 
dy to extend our hand to all religious 
denominations, when they can prove to 
us that their distinctive doctrines are 
derived from the Bible: by their coa- 
fessions, creeds, or religious observan- 
ces; and no further. We must not be 
understood as biassing any set of chris- 
tians from their accustomed mode of 
worship. this matter be fairly ex- 
posed to view, and weighed conscien- 
tiously. Choose the way which is least 
liable to error; choose form, or no form, 
if it can be had: donot ask us however 
to give up too much. We are willing to 
go as far with you as possible; but do 
not desire a union, if that union tends 
to make us relinquish any part, or 
eventually to undermine our own form 
of worship. Q.E.D. 


—_——— 


Bishop Bowen’s Address, delivered to the 
Convention of South-Curolina, on the 
25th of January, 1826. 


My brethren of the clergy and 
of the laity, 

Ir is my duty to lay before you a gtate- 
ment of the transactions «nd occufrences 
of the diocese, for the time intervening 
between the last and your present meeting 
in convention. Permit me now to proceed 
to execute this duty. 

The utmost extent to which I have been 
enabled, consistently with my particular 
pastoral engagements, to carry the per- 
sonal official attention required of me by 
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the canons, to the churches of the diocese, 
embraces the following particulars, St. 
Paul’s parish, Stono, and St Thomas’ pa- 
rish, were visited in March: Prince George 
parish, Winyaw—All Saints, and St. Da- 
vid’s, Cheraw—St. Mark’s, Clarendon— 
St. Mark’s, Williamsburg — Claremont 
church, Stateburg—Trinity church, Co- 
lumbia—and the chapel at Black Owk, in 
April: and in. December, St. Matthew’s 
parish, and Pineville chapel, St. Stephen’s. 
Grace church, Sullivan’s Island, also was 
visited in July. Confirmation was admi- 
nistered in ail these places, except St. 
Thomas’ parish, Trinity church, Colum- 
bia, and Grace church. The whole num- 
ber of persons confirmed in them, added 
to that of those to whom the same rite 
has been administered within the year, in 
St. Philip’s, St. Paul’s, and St. Michael’s 
churches, and St. Stephen’s chapel, in this 
city, being 189. Permit me, in passing, 
urgently to solicit the clergy, that the 
utmost personal attention of which cir- 
cumstances will possibly admit, may be 
given to the preparing, according not to 
the letter only, but the whole spirit of the 
21st canon, for every occasion of confirma- 
tion to be administered in their churches, 
of which notice is duly received. Of its 
pre-eminent importance in the scale of 
pastoral obligation and usefulness, when 
duly attended to, no doubt can possibly 
be entertained. At Claremont church, a 
station of our ministry, for many years 
made peculiarly interesting by the pious 
liberality of its congregation, and which 
had been unoccupied for twoyears before 
its present minister took the charge of it, 
it was gratifying to observe a consider- 
ably improved state of things, the num- 
bers present at the offices administered in 
it being greater than at any former pe- 
riod, and the rite of confirmation being 
submitted to by many of various ages and 
conditions, in a manner strikingly evincing 
the efficacy, in this important matter, of 
a more than ordinary pastoral diligence 
and care.* Zealous and judicious, and, } 
trust, successful exertions, although by 
no means unprecedented in the diorese, 
have been used here, to make the lowliest 
of our pebulation partukers of the benefit 
of Christian ordinances. It is devoutly to 
be desired, that encouragement may be 
derived from such examples, to authorize 
and aid the extension of this benevolence 
beyond the too narrow limits within which, 
to many of our brethren, it has seemed 
expedient that it should be confined. It 
is my duty to declare my conviction of 
the Christian obligation of the admission 
of this class of people to Christian wor- 





* The same circumstances were noted in 
the preceding yeay as to the church in Beau- 
fort, but the mention of them at the conven- 
tion was accidentally omitted. 
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ship and instruction; and there is abun- 
dant record and experience of the fact, that 
the practical and intelligibly scriptural 
teaching which, as subjects of the minis« 
try of this church, they must receive, has 
a moral influence on their temper, habits, 
and whole character, which, in a civil 
point of view, is of the utmost import- 
ance. 

The ordinations held within the year, 
have been only one, in November, in St., 
Paul’s church, Radcliffeborough, by which 
Mr. Charles P Elliott, and Mr. F. H. Rut- > 
ledge, deacons, were udmitted to priests’ 
orders; and another more recently in St. 
Philip’s church, by which Mr. Edward 
Philips was admitted to the same order 
of the ministry. Mr. Rutledge has been 
serving the church on Sullivan’s Island, 
and has accepted the pastoral charge of 
Christ church parish Mr. Elliott is rec- 
tor of St. James’, Goose Creek; and Mr. 
Philips continues to serve St. Stephen’s 
chapel, a place of worship, as you have 
been before informed, provided peculiarly 
for the poor of our communion who could 
not be otherwise ac: ommodated, in the 
honourable and useful capacity of domes- 
tic missionary. Candidates for holy ore 
ders, regisiered within the year, are, Mr. 
S. A. Cooper, who was transferred from 
the eastern diocese to this; Mr. Hood, re- 
ceived on the certificate of the standing 
committee of Georgia; and Mr. P. Tra- 
pier, of this city. The first named has, 
by an amiable compliance with advice 
given him to that effect, withdrawn his 
name from the list of candidates for or- 
ders, (permission being given him to do 
s0,) with a view to the prosecution of an- 
other calling, for which he possesses emi- 
nent qualifications; and the second has 
received, on his application for them, let- 
ters dimissory to the diocese of Pennsyl- 
vania, Whither he has removed. The num- , 
ber of candidates for orders at present be- 
longing to the diocese, is five One, viz. 
Mr. W. P. Coffin, of St. Helena, of whom 
the fairest hopes had been entertained, 
has, since the lest convention, been re- 
moved by death. 

We owe grateful acknowledgment for 
the mercy, which has permitted us to 
come to the close of the year with the 
number of our acting clergy undiminish- 
ed It has pleased God to take out of this 
world the Rev. Robert Symes, and the 
Rev. Charles B Snowden, formerly rector 
of St. Stephen’s perish. Mr. snowden had 
for several years, under the influence of 
consiierations which seemed to him good 
and sufficient, withdrawn himself from all 
active connexion with the business of the 
church, and with all things peculiar to 
the ministry; retaining at the same time, 
in the estimation of those personally con- 
versant with his character and habits; @ 
deep sense of Christian truth as he had 
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professed and taught it, and a fervent in- 
terest in the welfare and honour of the 
church. For our Theological Seminary 
he indulged a lively concern; and contri- 
buted liberally to it, according to his abi- 
lity. 

As none of our acting clergy have been 
removed by death, so have none, within 
the year, asked for dismission, according 
to the mode provided by the canons, frem 
the diocese. I have indirectly learned, that 
the Rev. Mr. E. Kutledge has ceased to 
be a member of it, and become minister 
of a church in Connecticut. If this be so, 
I cannot but painfully regret the exist- 
ence.of any necessity, by reason of which 
the church is here deprived of the ser- 
vices of one, whom several considerations, 
of which you are sufficiently aware with- 
out my stating them, combined to render 
it most peculiarly desirable that we should 
retain’ among us. 

Mr. P. ‘t Keith, who, at our last meet- 
ing, Was serving the church at North San- 
tee, has been appointed assistant minister 
of Prince George, Winyaw, and is now 
serving that parish in such capacity; and 
more recentiy, the Rev. Mr. Wilson has 
ceased to officiate as minister of St, Paul’s 
parish, Stono ; régular «fficial notice hav- 
ing been conveyed to me of the vacancy 
thus made. 

By arrangements of the Society for the 
Advancement of Christianity, I have been 
enabled to engage the services of several 
of our younger clergy in a way which, I 
trust, has been as effective of the purpose 
of that excellent institution, the advance- 
ment of Christianity in the state on the 
principles of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States, as it has 
been honourable to them. 

The Rev. Mr. Thomas has acted as mis- 
sionary of this society, at Fairfield and 
Greenville Court-House. At the first men- 
tioned place, a very few persons profess- 
ing attachment to our communion, gave 
generous evidence of their solicitude for 
its settlement among them; and at the 
last, whither many families of our church 
resort from various places during the 
summer, the services of Mr. Thomas have 
been attended with so much success, as 
to have led to the adoption of measures 
for the erection of a suitable building for 
the uses of our public worship. A lot 
having been —_ for the purpose, by 
Mr. M‘Bee, of North-Carolina, exertions 
were made to collect, by subscription, at 
Greenville and in this city, the sum ne- 
cessary for the accomplishment of this 
pious purpose ; and it is understood that 
some individual inhabitants of Greenville 
have, as well by their liberal example as 
personally active zeal, contributed much 
to put it forward. I have been informed 
that the building is in progress, and will 
be so far advanced towards its completion 
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by the spring, as to admit that divine ser- 
vice should then be held in it. I cannot 
forbear to recommend this excellent work 
to the notice and encouragement of my 
brethren generally of the diocese; nor catt 
1, in connexion with it, forbear to mention 
the claims which the Society for the Ad- 
vancement of Christianity in South-Caro- 
lina, in whose measures it originated, has 
to the respect and patronage of all friends 
of the church and of society. The best in- 
terests of both are manifestly from year to 
year most happily served by its opera- 
tions; and to be indifferent to any neglect 
of its demands on the part of the members 
of our church, were, on my part, a fault, 
for which I should feel myself subject to 
your reasonable censure. 

The Rev. Mr. Neufville has also served 
under the same arrangements of this so- 
ciety, and has been endeavouring to bring 
up from its long continued state of disor- 
ganization, the parish of Prince W illiam’s. 
A contract was made in the spring of the 
last year, to rebuild the once large and 
handsome church in that parish, known 
by the name of Sheldon church, which 
unhappily failed of execution, by the death 
of the principal workmen. The design has 
not, however, been abandoned ; a new con- 
tract has recently been made; and we are. 
not discouraged from hoping that Prince 
William’s parish will, by the exertions of 
the few zealous members of our commu- 
nion who inhabit it, be, ere long, happil 
replaced among the stations from whic 
the salvation ef the Lord shall go forth as 
brightness. 

St. Matthew’s parish, and St. James’, 
Goose Creek, have both within the year 
received ministers, who had been request- 
ed to visit them as temporary missiona- 
ries, to a stated connexion with them; the 
Rev. Mr. Motte having, by arrangements 
implying the generous effort of a few, be- 
come the minister of the first, with a hap- 
py prospect of usefulness; and the Rev. 
Mr. Elliott of the other. Mr. Motte, by 
the continuance of his ministrations among 
the people of the parish during the sum- 
mer months, of which, circumstances in 
his casé happily admit, cannot but have 
opportunities of making them efficacious, 
which otherwise are too little enjoyed. To 
this continued exercise of the pastoral du- 
ties of our ministry in the stations of our 
church in the country, too much import- 
ance cannot be made, in our estimation, to 
attach. The want of it is unavoidably at- 
tended with a most serious interruption 
of the influence, however good, with which 
in any case the ministry may be accom- 
panied. The opinion which I teke occa- 
sion to express is, that wherever the peo- 
ple provide for their residence near their 
plantations during the summer in more 
healthy places, it is desirable that suit- 
able provision be made for the residence 
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of the minister among them; and that 
wherever provision is so made, it is the 
duty of the minister to avail himself of it. 
It has been gratifying to notice the suc- 
cessful attention given by Mr. Motte to 
the means of diffusing aseful knowledge 
and literature among those composing his 
charge, in the institution of a parish li- 
brary, into which he is, with the liberal 
aid of the parishioners, collecting books 
of variously useful information. Libraries 
of this description, embracing in a suit- 
able proportion provision for the encou- 
ragement of all to seek sound religious 
knowledge and intelligence, are found in 
other places similarly circumstanced in 
the diocese; and in all, may afford occa- 
sion of an honourably useful intellectual 
influence of the ministry. The Rev. Mr. 
Philip Gadsden, who has also within the 
year acted as a temporary missionary of 
the society at Williamsburg, has accepted 
an appointment to serve the church at 
North Santee as its minister. 

I have finished the statement required, 
and will detain you further with but a 
few things, which occur as suitable on 
this occasion to be mentioned. The sub- 
ject presenting itself most immediately to 
my thoughts, next to our peculiar dioce- 
san business, is that of our General The- 
ological Seminary. To many of you it is 
a subject of lively interest. {1 most ear- 
nestly wish that it were so to every mem- 
ber of our church. I am warranted in re- 
porting to you, that it is progressively 
useful and honourable. oe following is 
the testimony of one of its best and most 
constant lay friends, conveyed in August 
last by letter ; and it is well calculated to 
animate and encourage us to the most de- 
termined and unwearied adherence to an 
object already regarded among us with so 
much interest. ‘“ We have witnessed at 
the commencement of our seminary, such 
evidence of the usefulness of the institu- 
tion, in the exercises of the graduates, as 
could not but have excited the most grati- 
fying emotions in the bosom of every one 
who had lent a helping hand to its esta- 
blishment, could he have been present at 
them. Yesterday the corner-stone of our 
building was laid by the venerable Bishop 
White, in the ground given by Mr. Moore; 
and we have the confident hope, that in 
another year we shall have a local habita- 
tion as well as a name, to awaken the ge- 
nerous feelings of those who take any in- 
terest in the prosperity and commanding 
respectability of our church.” 

On the subject of education I must again 
beg you to be patient with me, while I 
again express the apprehension, unpopular 
as it may be, that the members of our 
church are comparatively too little con- 
cerned that their children should not be 
alienated, by influences growing out of it, 
from their own religious principles and 
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habits. A bigotted tenacity as to the reli. 
gious faith and worship of their fathers, ig 
not that with which I would wish to see 
the minds of our youth imbued; but the 
rational and candid estimate on which our 
own preference of our peculiar principles 
and modes rests, should certainly ¢ 
with it a concern that the generations 
lowing us should walk in the same old 
paths, and steadily pursue, by the same 
light of primitive apostolic truth which 
we have followed, the high interest of 
their moral nature. As yet we have not 
colleges secured to us by charter, ag 
places of education for our youth, under 
influences at least not adverse to our prin. 
ciples, whose reputation vies with the 
older and more respectable institutions of 
learning, so early erected for the fortify. 
ing and perpetuating of peculiar religious 
denominations. But, awakening to an in- 
terest so vitally important, our brethren 
in some of the northern dioceses have ef- 
fected a beginning, which we cannot but 
regard with a feeling of grateful antici- 
pation. At the college of Geneva, in New. 
York, and at that of Hartford, in Connec- 
ticut, education may be expected to be 
conducted under auspices corresponding 
with our reasonable predilections ; and as 
the literary reputation of these institu- 
tions increases, Episcopalians of this 
state, who from any causes must have 
the education of their sons conducted at 
a greater distance from them than at col- 
leges within it, where they are still with- 
in the sphere of domestic intercourse and 
influence, may be expected to avail them- 
selves of their advantages. They will, we 
may trust, be an asylum for the young of 
our church, exposed to every possible va- 
riety of perversion, and tempted continu- 
ally to the rejection of all the claims of 
religion upon their understanding and af- 
fections, because it presents itself in every 
aspect but that in which it had been early 
seen and Joved, and whose impression it 
yet is scarcely allowed them ostensibly to 
wear without offence. 

Let me be permitted to avail myself of 
this occasion, to bring under your atten- 
tion the subject of the religious periodi- 
cal work which it has seemed expedient 
to institute in this city. I have an in- 
creased conviction of the necessity of such 
a work well conducted, and such I be- 
lieve the Gospel Messenger has been, to 
the interest of our church. Sound and 
correct religious intelligence ought to be 
conveyed by us to our people, instead of 
abandoning them to the necessity of re- 
ceiving whatever, the reverse of that 
which must to us bear the character of 
sound and useful religious intelligence, 
other denominations may, by their better 
supported works of this description, con- 
vey to their attention. Let me solicit for 
the Gospel Messenger vour patronage ; its 
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publisher has found his expense in con- 
ducting it not defrayed, and must aban- 
don it at once, without other support than 
is at present pledged to it. —- 

My brethren of the clergy, in an affec- 
tionate sympathy with whom, in all their 
cares and difficulties, I cannot be sup- 
posed to be wanting, will permit me once 
more to express the solicitude I feel that 
they should not be unmindful of the obli- 
gation of labouring that the’ rich and the 

r may meet together in their churches. 
The bumbler description of the white in- 
habitants of our country parishes are yet, 
in too few instances, members of our con- 
gregations. At the original settlement of 
these parishes they all were. I need not 
state to you why we should desire them 
still to be so. ‘To their spiritual interest 
you cannot be indifferent. To the more ob- 
vious considerations demanding for them 
your pastoral care and attention, let me 
beg you to admit this in addition; that 
as to them is often committed so large an 
interest of humanity as the government 
and care, during a great part of the year, 
of the plantations, nothing can be to us, 
as ministers of Christ’s religion, more 
reasonably an object of concern, than that 
their characters may be formed upon its 
plan, and their temper and conduct ruled 
by its spirit. Proprietors will never ap- 
prehend that their estates will be the 
worse superintended for being committed 
to men professing themselves Christians, 
under the auspices of our ministry; and 
the gratitude and blessing of all whom 
your duty in this respect may concern, 
may be expected to fill you with the com- 
fortable hope of a better reward from him, 
with whom alone is the due estimate of 
the fidelity of your stewardship. Of the 
difficulties which obstruct to you the 
way of this species of duty, I am by no 
means unaware—lI Know their serious re- 
ality; yet I am not prepared to admit 
that they are such as should divert us 
from it, before zeal and energy, applied 
with due perseverence to, them, have 
proved them to be absolutely insurmount- 
able. 

Of the laity let me once more entreat 
that their attention to the interests of 
their churches may not be relaxed. The 
due support of their offices is, I know, in 
many places, attended with no little diffi- 
culty: but I know their value and import- 
ance, and am still persuaded that no Chris- 
tian mind can consent to their abandon- 
ment, without a deeply painful sense of 
the necessity, or a sense as painful of 
violated obligation. Of the liberality 
which in some places is exercised for 
their maintenance, I feel that nothing 
which I could here express, would be 
adequate or even acceptable commenda- 
tion. Of the indifference to the same ob- 
ject which is sometimes indulged, even 
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where exertion implying little or no ex- 
pense is all that is demanded, who of us 
can think without pain and sorrow ? 
Brethren, the business of the house of 
the God of your fathers, and the offices 
thereof, awaits you. That his Spirit may 
be : mong you, and remain with you dur- 
ing its transaction, is my fervent prayer. 
NATHANIEL BOWEN. 


bem —— 





For the Christian Journal. 


The Pinckney Lectures. 


Charles Pinckney, chief justice of 
South-Carolina under the provincial 
government, (father of the late General 
C. C. Pinckney,) who died in 1758, 
by his last will directed that two ser- 
mons, in May and November annually, 
should be preached in St. Philip’s 
church, Charleston, on the “ greatness 
of God, and his goodness to all crea- 
tures ;” with the view, as he states, 
*‘ to encourage and promote religious 
and virtuous principles and practices 
among us, and to raise an ardent love 
of the Deity in us, and in order to ex- 
cite an emulation in my worthy coun- 
trymen, whose abilities and fortunes 
will better enable them thereto, for 
establishing lectures among us, in hum- 
ble imitation of those founded by the 
honourable Mr. Boyle in Great-Bri- 
tain.” For effecting these pious pur- 
poses, the will states, “ I do “hereby 
charge my said mansion-house, and land 
and buildings in Colleton’s square, de- 
vised to my eldest son, with the pay- 
ment of five guineas yearly and every 
year for ever, unto such lecturer, &c.” 


For the Christian Journal. 
Messrs. Epitors, 

Tue following celebrated compari- 
son between thédeath of Socrates and 
the death of Jesus, drawn by the mas- 
terly pen of Rousseau, may be interest- 
ing to some of your readers :— 

“ Where,” says he, “ is the man, 
where is the philosopher, who can act, 
suffer, and die, without weakness and 
without ostentation? When Plato de- 
scribes his imaginary just man, cover- 
ed with all the opprobrium of guilt, yet 
at the same time meriting the sublimest 
rewards of virtue, he paints precisely 
every feature in the character of Jesus 








144 


Christ. The resemblance is so strik- 
ing, that all the fathers have observed 
it; and it is impossible to be deceived 
in it. What prejudice, what blindness, 
must possess the mind of that man, 
who dares to compare the son of So- 
phroniscus with the son of Mary! 
What a distance is there between the 
one and the other! The death of So- 
crates, philosophizing calmly with his 
friends, is the most gentle that can be 
wished ; that of Jesus, expiring in tor- 
ments, insulted, derided, and: reviled 
by all the people, the most horrible 
that can be imagined. Socrates, taking 
the poisoned cup, blesses the man who 
presents it to him; and who, in the 
very act of presenting it, melts into 
tears. Jesus, in the midst of the most 
agonizing tortures, prays for his en- 
raged persecutors. Yes, if the life and 
death of Socrates are those of a sage, 
the life and death of Jesus are those of 
a God.” ANASTASIA. 


Ea 


Protestant Episcopal Missionary 
Society of Charleston. 


From the seventh annual report of 
the standing committee of the “ Pro- 
testant Episcopal Missionary Society 
in Charleston, South-Carolina, com- 
posed of young men and others,” we 
make the following extract :— 

“ Previous embarrassments, which 
arose from the deficiency of funds in 
the treasury to meet the .society’s en- 
gagements, have been diminished since 
the last anniversary, by collections in 
aid of them, made at the different 
churches of this city; and in this man- 
ner, fears then entertained, that the 
prosecution of our designs, if not whol+ 
ly discontinued, must be suspended for 
a time, have been veFy considerably 
abated. On the other hand, whatever 
evidences seen among us, of a supreme 
desire for the spread of “ the faith once 
delivered to the saints,” which have 
grown out of the extreme necessities of 
the church in many parts of the dio- 
cese, and which serve to qualify the 
anxiety felt for its prosperity, claim the 
notice of our regard and respectful ap- 
probation. A society, principally com- 
posed of children attached to our Sun- 
day scheols in the city, has been or- 
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ganized, with a view to inculcate the 
virtue of practical benevolence, and an 
early love for the benefits and privi- 
leges of Christianity, by requiring of 
its members small but stated contribu- 
tions to a fund auxiliary to that of the 
Protestant Episcopal Missionary So. 
ciety, composed of young men and 
others.* We are also encouraged to 
hope that valuable assistance will be 
received from those ladies of the con- 
gregation of St. Philip’s church who, 
with the zeal of primitive disciples, 
have formed themselves into a social 
body for their employment in needle- 
work, as the proceeds from the sale of 
which are, by the charter of their con- 
stitution, to be applied to missionary 
purposes, Such instances of piety and 
beneficence, made in the meek and 
quiet spirit, which is of so great price 
in the sight of the Lord, sanction the 
inquiry—Ought that service of the Re- 
deemer, which, with reasonable pro- 
priety, may apply to the innocence of 
childhood and the tenderness of female 
sensibility for their mite ef help in the 
time of its necessity, ever fail of a pro- 
fitable impression on the minds of those 
better enabled and more immediately 
obligated to promote it? On the con- 
trary, does not the little assistance thus 
gleaned from the good feelings of a 
Christian community, convey a tacit 
reproach upon the unconcern of the in- 
fluential for the spread of the Gospel ? 
Does it not reprove the lavish appro- 
priations they make to the indiscrimi- 
nate dissemination of sectarian views 
and principles, utterly inconsistent as 
they may be with the distinctive doc- 
trines and discipline of the church for 
which they profess a paramount at- 
tachment? The prevalence of this 
mistaken idea of Christian charity, 
may be urged as the prominent reason 
of the abridgment of that interest which, 
under more favourable circumstances, 
would claim to be the character of a re- 
port emanating from a society designed 
to extend the knowledge of ¢ the truth 
as it is in Jesus.’ 

Of the state of the church in Florida, 
the society’s missionaries have commu- 
nicated some interesting particulars. 








* The funds from this source are $75, at 
this, date. 











May, 1826. } 


From the report of the Rev. Mr. Phi- 
lips, who undertook a mission to St. 
Augustine in April last, we learn, that 
during his residence there of three 
months, besides the performance of 
the ordinary services of the sanctuary, 
a Sunday school was formed, consist- 
ing of the children of the congregation, 
a superintendent, and five teachers; 
that a lot of land was obtained for the 
site of a church, and the corner-stone 
of it laid. Subsequently, the Rev, Mr. 
Philip Gadsden faithfully performed 
the duties of the society’s missionary 
at that place, through the remaining 
summer months. He reported, in sub- 
stance, the removal of several families 
of Episcopalians who attended his mi- 
nistrations, to the interior of the terri- 
tory; and of the inability of the pre- 
sent residents of St. Augustine to do 
any thing more for the supply of their 
spiritual wants, than to express their 
unabated solicitude for the attainment 
of the services of a permanent ministry. 
That no mission to the destitute pa- 
rishes of our own state has, within the 
last year, been conducted under the 
auspices of this society, was to be 
ascribed to the incompetency of its 
means for that purpose. To prevent 
the recurrence of so distressed a con- 
dition, an appeal is made to the indivi- 
dual sensibilities of its members, for 
the adoption of such measures as may 
be necessary for its well-being here- 
after; and especially to those of the 
clergy who may have it in their power 
to procure from their parishioners the 
timely advantages of life subscriptions. 
The practicability of this suggestion 
bas been fairly tested by the agency of 
Mr. E. Thayer, who, on a tour through 
some of the remote districts of the state, 
has succeeded in obtaining important 
additions to the number of the society’s 
members. 
oo —_== 
For the Christian Journal. 


A few Amendments of the Metre- 
Psalms. 


Tr is understood, from the publica- 
tion of the Committee on the Psalms 
and Hymns, that they will take into 
consideration any “ mistranslations” 


that may be found in our present me- 
Vou. X 
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trical version of the Psalms. The pre- 
sent writer cannot pretend to such 
scholarship as would entitle him to 
pronounce any passage to be a mis- 
translation as compared with the ori- 
ginal; but, as compared with either 
of the prose versions, that in the au- 
thorized English Bible, or that in the 
Prayer Book, there are several pas- 
sages of our metre-psalms which ap- 
pear to be mistranslations, and some 
of them in such a degree as to require 
amendment if it be possible. 

Without classifying these various 
mistakes, or attempting to enumerate 
all of them, and without dwelling on 
their nature and degree, it shall be the 
object of this communication to propose 
better readings for several passages 
deemed “ mistranslations.” In some 
cases hints have been taken from the 
Scots’ version, or from that of Stern- 
hold and Hopkins. The prose pas- 
sages are not quoted, as it would too 
much extend this article to cite them 
from both the Bible and the Prayer 
Book : the reader is requested to refer 
to them himself. Where also the pas- 
sage of our metre-version to be cor- 


rected is long, it will be omitted for 
the same reason. 


Psartm IV. 


The following verse, if our English 
Bible and Prayer Book be accurate, i$ 
a “ mistranslation ;” it cértainly ex, 
presses a sentiment very liable to be 
misunderstood :— 

5 The place of other sacrifice 

Let righteousness supply ; 
And let your hope, securely fix’d, 
On God alone rely. 
The following is better, being in abso- 
lute agreement with the prose :— 
The sacrifi¢e of righteousness 
Present to God on high: 


And let your hope, securely fix’d, 
On him alone rely. 


Psaum V. 


The personal injury and enmity ef, 
pressed in the following verse, is not 
contained in the prose translation :— 

4 For thou the wrongs that I sustain 

Canst never, Lord, approve, 
Who from thy sacred dwelling-place 
All evil dost remove. 
The following verse.is a truer render- 
ing: and the two verses added are 
19 
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more in the tone of the prose passage 
—these three being in place of verses 
4, 5, 6,and 7, of the metre-psalm as 
it stands at present. This alteration 
will render the first half of the psalm 
more serviceable. 
For thou iniquity and: sin. 
Canst never, Lord, approve, 
Who from thy sacred dwelling place 
All evil dost remove. 
Not long shall fools and sinners stand 
Unpunish’d in thy view ; 
The lying, bloody, treach’rous man, 
Thy vengeance shall pursue. 


But I within thy house will come 
In thine abundant grace; 

And I will worship in thy fear 
Towards thy holy place. 


Psaum XVIE. 


In tlie 2d verse there is a degree of 
self-confidence expressed, nothing of 
which appears in the prose : 

As in thy sight I am approv’d, 
So let my sentence be; &c. 
In the 5th verse there is an allusion to 
“ wrongs” sustained, which is at least 
unnecessary, as nothing of personal en- 
mity is expressed in the first part of 
the psalm. There are other defects in 
several of the early verses. To remedy 
these, and make this portion of the 
psalm serviceable, let Part II. begin 
with the 7th verse instead of the 8th, 
and let Part I. read as follows :— 


Part I. 
t To weigh my urgent, just appeal, 
Attend, O righteous Lord ; 
To wy sincere unfeigned prayer 
A gracious-ear afford. 
2 O let the judgment I receive 
Proceed, my God, from thee; 
And let thine eyes behold and clear 
My soul’s simplicity. 
3 My heart thou searchest, yea, by niglit, 
Yer dost its thoughts aeqnit ; 
And 1 am purpos’d that my tongue 
Shall no offenee commit. 
4 From all the ways of wicked meu, 
From paths perverse and ill, 
T have refrain’d, led by thy truth, 
And govern’d by thy will. 
5 That I may persevere, and still 
My innocence secure, 
O Lord, support me in thy paths, 
And make my footsteps sure. 


6 Thou heretofore hast heard, when [ 
To thee my prayer address’d : 
O now, my God, incline thine ear 
And grant me this request. 


In the 2¢ and 4th verses the version of 
Sternhold and Hopkins has been con- 
sulted. 
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Psatm XXII. 
In- verse 16, for “ pack’d assem- 
blies,” read: “ wicked council :” it is 
the very language of the prose. 


Psaum XXIII. 


Verse 5, line 1—there is nothing in 
the prose corresponding with “ spite- 
ful.” It will read better— 


And ev’n in presenge of my foes, &e. 


Psaum XXV. 


The 26th verse nrentions the “ fierce 
malice” of the foes of the psalmist: 
this need not be done so explicitly, as 
it is not explicitly named in the corre- 
sponding prose passage—though it is 
in the words previous. The following 
is altered from the Scots’ version, and 
is literally accurate -— 

Do thou preserve my souf, 
Protect and set me free; 
And let me never be asham’d, 
Because I trust in thee. 
This alteration and that next proposed. 
will make the last three verses of the 
psalm serviceable. 


The 21st verse has a reading which 
is not certainly intelligible; in one 
sense, it appears like magnifying hu- 
man merit; in another sense, it is a 
prayer for greater perfection: 

21 Let all my righteous acts 

To full pertection rise; 

Because my firm and constant hope 

On thee alone relies. 
The actual meaning of the psalmist 
was probably that his “ integrity” 
ought to silence his enemies, or cause 
them to be silenced: yet the words do 
not positively express even that thought. 
There will be more accuracy in the fol+ 
lowing :— 

Let uprightnes; and truth 

In my defence arise ; 
Because on thee I wait, my hope 
On thee alone relies. 
The Scots’ version blends this and the 
succeeding verse into one, and is lite- 
rally accurate. It is’ inserted heré 
merely for inspection; our own ver- 
sion of the passage (as above altered) 
is preferable. The 3d line is slightly 
varied. 
Let uprightness and truth 
Keep me, who thee attend : 


Redemption to thine Israel, Lord, 
From all his troubles send. 
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Psarm XXVI. 


‘The 2d verse makes the psalmist 
express more self-approbation than the 
prose warrants : 

Search thou my heart, whose innocence 

Will shine the more ’tis try’d; &c. 
The following is more accurate :— 
Examine me, O Lord, and let 
My inmost heart be tried ; 

For I have kept thy grace in view, 
And made thy truth my guide. 

Tn verses 4th and 5th there are allu- 
sions to escaping the “ arts” of the hy- 
pocrite, and to the “ plotting crew who 
make distracted times,” which are ret 
contained in the prose. Would it not 
be better to condense those two verses 
into one, as is done in the Scots’ ver- 
sion? It is here slightly altered: 

With persons vain I have not sat, 
Nor with dissemblers gone ; 

The haunts of evil men I hate, 
Their fellowship I shun. 

In verse 6th an improvement is de- 

sirable. It reads— 
6 Pll wash my hands in innocence, 
And kring a heart so pure, 
That when.thy altar | approach, 
My welcome shall secure. 
By a variation of the Scots’ version, a 
literal and unobjectionable amendment 
will be obtained : 


My hands in innocence, O Lord, 
Pl wash and purify ; 
And cleansed thus will I approach 
Thy holy altar nigh. 
A friend, to whom the writer owes se- 
veral hints for the improvement of this 
article, proposes, in piace of the above, 
the following :— 
Tl! wash my hands in innocetiee, 
And purify my heart; 
Then to thine altar ll! approach, 
In praise to bear a part. 
fn the last verse (line 1st) of this 
psalm, there is a direct allusion to 
* foes,” which does not appear in the 
prose translation: to remedy which, 
and to express the very words of the 
latter, this line might read— 
My foot, secure, still standeth right, &e. 


Psatm XXVII. 

In verse 6th, the topic of “ haughty 
foes” and “ lofty head” is more con- 
spicuous in the two first lines, than 
the topic of gratitude to heaven in the 
two last lines—which is exactly the 


a 
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reverse of the prose—nor is that gra- 


titude said to be paid within God’s 
“dwelling.” The following gives these 


topics in better proportion :— 


God shall exalt me o’er my foes; 
And in his house I’li bring 
‘Oblations of exulting joy, 
And thanks and praises sing. 


Psatm XXVIII. 


In the latter part of this psalm there 
are allusions to battle, &c. for which 
no authority appears in the English 
Bible or the Prayer Book: the pas 
sage is too long to be quoted. The 
reader is requested to refer to the en- 
tire psalm in prose and in metre. The 
present writer would propose that the 
first five verses be marked as “ Part I.” 
and the remainder read as follows :— 

Part il. 


6 Blest, ‘blest for ever be the Lord" 
His praise I will resound, 
From whom the cries of my distress 
A gracious auswer found, 


7 He is my strength and shield; my heart 
Has trusted in ‘his Name; 
And now reliev’d, my heart with joy 
His praises shal! proclaim. 
8 The Lord, the everlasting God, 
Is my defence and rock, 
The saving health, the saving strength, 
Of his anointed flock. 


9 O save and bless thy people, Lord, 

Thy heritage preserve; 

Feed, strengthen, and support their hearts, 

That they may never swerve, 
In the last verse aid has been derived 
from the version of Sternhold and Hop- 
kins. 

Psatm XXX. 

Much of this psalm is serviceable; 
but the word “ empire” in verse 7th, 
and the expression “ robes of state” in 
verse 11th, may interrupt the portion 
to be selected. Neither are contained 
in the prose. To remedy the former, 
let the 7th verse read— 

Bat soon I found thy favour, Lord, 
My henour’s only trast ; 
For, when thy countenance was hid, 
My joys were luid in dust. 
In verse 11th, for “ robes of state” read 
“robes of joy,” which is exactly true 
to the prose. 


Psatm XXXII. i 


May a different reading of the 3d 
verse be offered ?—though not a “ mis- 
translation” as it stands, it is very in- 
elegant. It might be thus improved :— 
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While yet my wound I kept unknown, 
My Lewis  Aatrocs F without relief; 

All day did 1 in anguish groan, , 
But no compl:ints assuag’d my grief: 


Using rather more freedom, the follow- 
ing may be proposed :— 
While, silent, 1 my wound conceal’d, 
My flesh y’d, consum’d my bones; 
My inmost sont, my heart unheal’d, 
tn anguish pour’d their d-ily growns- 


Psaum XXXIV. 


The verse marked 19, 20, contains 
an allusion to human enmity and per- 
secution not warranted by the prose: 

19 The wicked oft, but still in vain, 


Against the just conspire ; 
20 For urider their affliction’s weight 
He kveps their bones entire. 
The following substitute (improved by 
the hints of the friend before mention- 
ed) is proposed :— 
Great troubles may afflict the just, 
Yet God will save them still; 


The righteous he will keep from harm, 
And guard from every ill. 


Psaum XXXVI. 


The present writer has always con- 
sidered the first four verses of this 
psalm as a peculiarly unfortunate ver- 
sion. The prose translations (and the 
original, it is presumed) refer only to a 
person wicked in a general sense; 
while our version, in very strong terms, 
makes him the personal and bitter foe 
of the psalmist; which interpretation 
might but too easily be applied to their 
own opponents, by those who use this 
part of the psalm : 

1 My eraity foe, with flatt’ring art, 
lis wicked purpose would disguise ; 
But reason whispers to my heert, 
He ne’er sets God before his eyes. 
2 He soothes himself, retir’d from sight; 
Secure he thinks his treach’rous game ; 

Till his dark plots, expos’d to light, 

Their false contriver brand with shame. 
3 In deeds he is my foe confess’d, 
Whilst with his tongue he speaks me fair ; 

True wisdom’s banish’d from his breast, 

And vice has sole dominion there. 
4 His wakeful malice spends the night 

In forging his aceurs’d designs; 

is obstinate, ungen’rous spite, 

No execrable means declines. 


Let the reader turn to the correspond- 
ing prose passages in the Bible and in 
the Prayer Book, and judge whether 
either of them contains the least expres- 
sion of personal enmity. Will not the 
following be an improvement ? 


[Nos 5. 


1 The sinner’s guilt, though disavow’d, 
My heart perceives through all disguise; 
My heart declures, The fear of God 
is not before his blinded eyes. 


2 Self-flatter’d, though his sins abound, 
No ill or danger will he see, 
Until the hatefulness be found 
Of his perverse iniquity. 
3 His words are but deceit, and art, 
And wickédness, though sounding fgir s 
True wisdom banish’d from his heart, 
Vice has the sole dominion there. 
4 Wakeful upon his bed, by night 
He plans his mischievous designs ; 
With obstinate and hase delight, 
No sin abhors he or declines. 


5 But, Lord, thy mercy, my sure hope, &c. 


Thus versified, the introductory pas- 
sage of the psalm affords, as doubtless 
was intended by its author, a warning 
description of the powerful and malig- 
nant dominion of sin. 


Psautm XLII. 


May not the personal enmity con- 
tained in verse 3d (“ insulting foes”) 
be avoided, as it does not appear in 
this part of the prose, by thus amend- 
ing the two first lines ? 

Tears are my food, by day, by night, 
While scoffers thus upbraid, &c. 


Psatm XLIII. 

The last three verses of this psalm 
form a beautiful portion for singing; 
and the 2d verse may be prefixed to 
that portion, in language more true in 
one respect to the prose, by expunging 
“‘ insulting foes” from the 4th line— 
thus :— 

Why does the enemy oppress? 


Psatm LXVI. 


An expression in the verse marked 
17, 18, is perhaps liable to perversion : 
Who, if my heart had harbour’d sin, &e. 


The following alteration (improved by 
the friendly hints above named) will 
bring it nearer to the language of both 
the prose translations :— 
As I before his sid implor’d, 
So now I praise his name; 
But if my heart to sin incline, 
My prayer will God disclaim 


Psatm LXVIII. 

What is meant, in verse 18th, by 
the declaration, that He who “ ascend- 
ed on high” bestowed on his people 
“the spoil of armies once their dread?” 
David, after ascending Mount Zion with 
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the ark, may possibly have distributed 
some remaining spoils of his former 
victories; but there is no mention of 
such an event; and the spoils named 
in verse 12th were “divided by those 
of the household.” No spoils of any 
note could have been left for distribu- 
tion when the ark ascended on high: 
all that was then given the people, as 
far as is recorded, may be seen in 2 
Sam. vi.19. From this fact it may be 
justly argued, that this portion of the 
psalm had no immediate reference to 
the solemnity for which it was com- 
posed,* but was a direct allusion to 
the “ better things” which that solem- 
nity typified. This will be a sufficient 
justification for making, in this verse 
(18th) and those connected with it, a 
direct allusion to the Saviour. Let 
then the 4th line of that verse be so 
amended as to read thus with the line 
preceding :— 
And on thy people didst bestow 
Thy gifts and blessings freely shed. 


Psatm LXXXIV. 


Our version in metre follows the 
Bible translation ; what objection can 


there be to following the Prayer Book , 


translation in verse 6th—and instead 
of the allusions to “ Baca’s thirsty 
vale,” read the verse thus r— 


Who pass the vale of misery, 
Vet no refreshment want; 

For plenteous show’rs descend, which thou 
At their request dost grant. 


Psatm LXXXVII. 


In the conclusion of our metrical 
version of this psalm there appears an 
evident “ mistranslation ;” in rectify- 
ing which it may not be improper to 
revise the whole, and thus bring it into 
a serviceable state. The subject is 
presumed to be—the excellence of the 
Church, as compared with the world, 
and as expecting its heavenly state 
when God will “ write up his people.” 
Some indeed interpret it of the recep- 
tion of the Gentiles into Zion; but the 
above view is quite as probable, and is 
already made the basis of our version. 
—In improving this psalm, the names 
of the ancient countries and cities, Ba- 





,.” Unless indeed the petty donatives men- 
tioned in 2 Sam. vi. 19, were worthy of such 
mention, as being types of higher gifts. 
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bylon, Rahab, Ethiopia, &c. are omit- 
ted; the sentiment connected with those 
names being expressed in general terms. 
The reader will refer to the Bible and 
Prayer Book translations, arid to the 
version in metre, and compare with 
them the following :—The metre-mark 
is—-S. L. M. (See the last Christian 
Journal.) 
1 God’s temple crowns the holy mount, 
The Lord there condescends to dwell; 
His Zion’s gates, in his account, 
Our Israel’s fairest tents excel: 
Yea, glorious things of thee we sing, 
O city of th’ Almighty King! 
2 The world shall have its meed of fame, 
Nations and cities their applause ; 
The mighty kingdoms honour claim 
Which once excell’d in arts or laws; 
For some there were among them born 
Their age and country did adorn. 
3 But still of Zion we aver, 
That many sach from her proceed ; 
Th’ Almighty shall establish her, 
And shall enrol her holy seed : 
Yea, for his people he shall count 
The children of his favour’d mount. 


4 He'll Zion find with numbers fill’d 
Who celebrate his matchless praise ; 
Who, here in hallelujabs skilPd, 
In heav’n their harps and hymns shall raise : 
O Zion, seat of Israe!’s King, 
Be mine to drink thy living spring! 
Psatm CXXI. 

In the verse marked 3 and 4, there 
are allusions to safety by night, and 
to a “ monarch ;” neither of which al- 
lusions is found in the Bible or the 
Psalter. The following is true to the 
prose translation :— 

He will not let thy foot be mov’d, 
bie Guardian will not sleep ; 
Behold 


» a God who slumbers net 
Will favour’d Israel keep. 


Psatm CXXXVII. 

The last verse has been objected to 
as too severe. It certainly exceeds the 
letter of the prose, though probably a 
just picture of the carnage of a city 
taken by an enraged foe— ’ 

» niet ded esditie pave at 

Shall snatch thy infants from the breast, 

And dash their heads against the stones. 
The allusion is to the taking of Babylon 
by Cyrus; and agrees with Isa. xiii. 
16. An alteration seems scarcely ne- 
cessary—particularly as the latter part 
of the psalm is never used. The fol- 
lowing however may be more satisfac- 
tory to those who are of a different 
opinion. In verse 8th, line 3d, for 
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¢ Bless’d is,” read “ Bless’d be;” and. 


let the verse end with a colon: and ‘in 
place of verse 9th, read— 
Yeu, honour’d, prosp’rous, his career, 
Whose hosts, with ruthless carnage wild, 
Nene, none in Babel’s walls shall spare, 
Nor age nor youth, nor babe nor child ! 


Psaum CXLIII. 


‘The 3d verse introduces unnecessa- 
rily the word “ spiteful,” and speaks 
in fiteral terms of being driven into 
dark “caves.” Will not the following 
be an improvement ? 

The enemy pursues my soul, 
From life all joy is fed; 

He makes me deep in darkness dwell, 
As those who long are dead. 

In verse 9th (line 3d) the mention 
of “rage” is gratuitous, not being in 
the prose. That line may read— 

A safe retreat, a hiding place, &c. 


Tn almost all the above passages al- 
terations are desirable as remedies for 
“ mistranslations:” and this attempt to 
provide those remedies will not have 
been in vain, should it be the means of 
exciting those who have greater skill 
to efforts more successful. 

ASAPH. 


=— 
Por the Christian Journal. 

The Ninth Annual Report of the Board 
of Managers of the New-York Pro- 
testant Episcopal Sunday School 
Society. 

Tue schools at present in union with 
the society are the same as at the last 
report. ir number of scholars re- 
spectively is as follows :— 

Male. Female. Total. 

Zionchurch- - +251 323 554 

St. John’s chapel (parish 
of Trinity church) - 110 221 331 

Grace church -  « 35 150 185 

St. Paul’s chapel (parish 
of Trinity church) - 81 82 163 

St. Mark’s chureh - 56 64 120 

All-Saints’ church - 65 40 105 

Christ church - - 25 40 65 

St.Philip’schurch® - 25 3}. 60 

St. Mary’s church, male and fema 60 

St. Luke’acburch, female . - $0 

St. Ann’s church,t male and female 30 

Trinity church, female . - 25 

St. Ann’s church, Brooklyn, female 20 


Grand total - 1768 


* This school is composed altogether of co- 
loured persons. 

+t Mentioned in the last report, as the school 
at Fort Washington; the chureh not having 
then been organized. 
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' From the above, it appears that our 
society is the agent of the church, acting 
under her Divine Head, for imparting 
the blessings of a pious education to 
more than seventeen hundred of the chil- 
dren of poverty, ignorance, and depen- 
dence, and too many of them in immi- 
nent danger of falling victims to the 
miserable examples and precepts of ir- 
religion and of vice. Let us contem- 
plate those of them (and we believe that 
they are by far the greatest number) 
who have been admitted into covenant 
with God by baptism, as our church, in 
her wonted conformity with evangelical 
doctrine, teaches us toe contemplate 
them, as members of Christ, children of 
God, and inheritors of the kingdom of 
heaven ;—members of Christ, that is, 
of his holy church, exposed, in the mi- 
serable circumstances attendant on 
their connexion with this wicked world, 
to the peculiar danger, amounting al- 
most to the certainty, save by the kindly 
interposition of the truly Christian be- 
nevolence to which this society is de- 
voted, of bringing disgrace upon that 
church, and losing for ever all the high 
and holy privileges promised to its 
faithful members ;—children of God, 
by that adoption which is the blessing 
of his covenant with man, in imminent 
danger of having their affections, even 
in earliest childhood, alienated from 
that gracious Parent, corrupted by the 
most debasing attachments, and ren- 
dered destructive of all their purity and 
peace in this world, and of all their 
hopes for the world to come ;—inhe- 
ritors of the kingdom of heaven, so 
strongly tempted to limit their views 
to the miserable inheritance of sinful 
and degrading pleasure which they de- 
rive from the fallen progenitors of our 
race, and so powerfully lured into the 
paths which lead to eternal wretchcd- 
ness, as to be awfully exposed to the 
danger of forfeiting for ever the everlast- 
ing portion of the faithful children of 
the covenant. ‘These our brethren in 
Christ, these our fellow-members of the 
holy catholic church, these co-heirs with 
us of heaven, are before us in all the 
wretchedness, the ignorance, and the 
spiritual danger, attendant on the state 
of life to which, in the order of Provi- 
dence, they are assigned, It is true, 
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this is not a correct picture of all the 
subjects of Sunday-school instruction : 
but it is of by far the greater part. 
And shall we not feel for them? But 
for our Redeemer’s love, infinitely 
worse would have been our state. And 
to us, in reference to these, as to all 
other fellow-members of his mystical 
body, he addresses the command, which 
should arrest every feeling that can be 
elicited by gratitude and sympathy, .4s 
I have loved you, so ought ye to love 
one another. If the love of Christ 
were, indeed, shed abroad in our hearts ; 
if we indeed felt all that the ransomed 
of the Lord should feel ; if that blessed 
fellowship which unites the members of 
Christ’s holy church, were indeed duly 
appreciated, and allowed its wonted in- 
fluence on the virtuous sensibilities of 
our nature; if, especially, we duly 
yielded to those influences whereby the 
Spirit of God would warm our hearts 
with brotherly love and Christian be- 
nevolence; we would ask, Where are 
these our needy, exposed, and depen- 
dent brethren of the household of faith? 
we would gladly hasten to their relief; 
we would leave no means in our power 
untried, until all the sons and daugh- 
ters of Zion were placed in a favourable 
situation to be nourished and brought 
up as indeed the children of God. 

But it may be, and probably is, the 
fact, that many of the subjects of this 
excellent charity are aliens from that 
holy commonwealth, the spiritual Is- 
rael, whose are the adoption and the 
promises. ‘Towards these, too, our 
¢ompassionate feelings will be excited, 
if we have true faith in the Messenger 
of that covenant into which it is God’s 
will that all the world should be 
brought; and if -we truly appreciate 
the great and precious promises which 
the Gospel makes to the children of 
that covenant. We will long to tell 
them of the gracious Saviour; of the 
love which he bas exercised towards 
the sons of men; of his merciful de- 
sign that they should be all partakers 
of it; of the pledges and means there- 
of which he has appointed; and of the 
conditions on which he has been pleased 
to suspend them. We will rejoice in 
being the humble instruments of hav- 
ing them brought into that state of sal- 


152 


vation, wherein are offered to their ac- 
ceptance, grace, mercy, and truth, in 
this life, and glory, honour, and im- 
mortality, in that which is to come; 
and to do what in us lies, through the 
blessing of God, to interest them in that 
grace, mercy, and truth, and to for- 
ward them in the holy seeking of 
glory, honour, and immortality. 

We turn now to the truly 
task of presenting to the church a view 
of what has been done in these ree 
spects, by a few of the most zealous and 
devoted of her members, within the 
sphere of our society’s operations, dur- 
ing the past year. 

This view comprises the following 
extracts from the reports of the several 
schools. 


Zion Cuurcs Scuoor. 


Male Department. 


The sxperintendents of Zion church male 
Sunday school respectfully report; that the 
number of names now on their register is 231 ; 
416 scholars having been dismissed from vari 
causes, and 171 added, sinee the last report. 
Eight of the latter are coloured adults, whose * 
names eontinue on our register, although their 
attendance, especially of late, has been very 


tory. 
The school is at present under the charge of 
2 superintendents, 6 visiters, and 16 conglne 

The seholars are divided into 7 classes: one of 
coloured boys; one of coloured adults; one of 
learners of the alphabet and monosyllabic 
words; one of readers in Nos. 2 and 3; one of 
readers in the New Testament; and one of 
readers in the Bible, Of these, the 3d is sub- 
divided into three sections, and the 6th inte 
two, each of these sections being under the 
care of a separate teacher. The 5th, 6th, and 
7th classes commit to memory portions of the 
Church Catechism enlarged and explained, un- 
der the care of their respective teaehers, ond 
the inspection of the second superintendent, 
Of the Bible class, some boys have lately com- 
menced the praetice of committing to memory 
portions of the Scriptures in addition to their 
catechetical exercises; one has learned 195 

verses, another 146, and another 23, within the 
space of the last four weeks. The Bible and 
New Testament classes are also instructed in 
the use of the Prayer Book, and receive verbai 
explanations and enforeements of the passages 
of Scripture which form the subjects of their 
“dias cnting he wnhn tel loyment 

er noticing the number em en 

of the ohdion is incumbent upon the super- 
intendents to specify their attendance. It is not 
without much regret that they acknowledge 
that this seldom much exceeds one-fourth of 
the whole number of scholars, varying accord- 
ing to the season, &c. from 45 to 65. ‘This 
_— deficiency may be attributed in to 
the widely-scattered residences of the scholars, 
and much more to the peculiar circumstances 
of very many of their number. One family 
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occurs to the recollection of the superi 
ents, in which three small boys are of an® 
too tender to admit of their being trusted to go 
to school without the attendance of an elder 
brother. Now this brother can never attend 
more than once a-lay, his presence being ab- 
solutely necessary at home for the remainder 
of his time. The consequence is, that out of 
four regularly-attending scholars, the average 
e is only two, and this liable to dimi- 
by accident, sickness, bad weather, and 
This single instance would not de- 
“mention, were it not well adapted to re- 
present the case of very many of our scholars, 
who are placed in circumstances somewhat si- 
milar. 

The improvement of the scholars in acquire- 
ménts and behaviour, is as great as could rea- 
sonably have been expected. Several children 
who were, #t the time of making Ont the last 
report, in the lowest class, are now in the 2d 
and 3d, and some of these without any other 
instruction than that received from us. Some 
who, at their entrance into the school, were 
notorious for unruliness and indecorous beha- 
viour, have materially improved their conduct. 
Many, it is hoped, are receiving the good seed, 
which, with the blessing of God, may hereafter 
bring forth fruit unto everlasting life. 

In addition to the ample supply of smaller 
books used in instruction and of premiums, re- 
ceived from the society, the liberality of the 
congregation of Zion church has enabled us to 
procure av extra number of Bibles, New Testa- 
ments, and Prayer Books, which has fully sup- 
plied our demand for those articles for the pur- 
poses of instruction and donation, as rewards 
for punctual attendance, diligence, amd good 
behaviour. Tracts have also been received at 
several times from the agent of the Protestant 
Episcopal Tract Society, and distributed among 
the scholars. 

The library attached to the Sunday school 
of Zion church continues to n every 
Sunday alternately to the male and female 
schools; from 20 to 40 scholars, besides a num- 
ber of the teachers, drawing books each time. 


Female Department. 


Since the last annual report, the school has 
been reorganized, the scholars having been ex- 
amined; and systematically arranged in divisions 
and classes. There are now two divisions, the 
first containing 9, the second 6, classes. In the 
first, the 3d, 6th, 7th, 8th and 9th classes are 
each subdivided into two"sections, with inde- 
pénident teachers. ‘The second division contains 
a class of 12 adults; a Bible class; a New Tes- 
tament class; a No 3, a primer, and an alpha- 
bet class. This systematic arrangement of the 
school has been found more satisfactory to the 
conductors, and productive of many good ef- 
fects. 

The present number of scholars on our re- 
oo is 523; since the last anniversary we 

ve admitted 218, and discharged upwards of 
290. The attendance has been from 60 to 122. 
A large number of scholars has been lost since 
May trom various causes, but mostly in conse- 
quence of changes of residence which we have 
been unable to ascertain. The decrease in our 
numbers may, however, in a great measure be 
attributed to a want of visiting, our stated vi- 
sitors having unfortunatdy been unable to at- 


tend to their duties during a great portion of 
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the time. The irregularity of the attendance 


of our scholars is in part owing.to a : 
portion of them being out at service, and pre- 
vented by their various duties from attending 
— 

The Catechism is taught in our school to al} 
the scholars, both small and large. Those who 
cannot read, repeat it after ‘their respective 
teachers; and there are several’ who in thig 
manner have acquired an accurate knowledge 
of the whole. Many of the more advanced 
scholars, in addition to their catechism, have 
learned large portions of seripture hymns. 

The scholars in general evince a great desire 
to learn, and their improvement in both lite- 
rary and religious acquirements is such as gives 
satisfaction to both teachers and pa Be 
ents.—As the spring returns, our school again 
increases: numbers who had left the scheol are 
re-entering: and we trust that, through the 
blessing of our heavenly Father, our labours 
will become daily more extensive and more 
useful—The number of teachers at present 
engaged in the sehool is 31. 


Sr. Joun’s Cuaren Scnoon. 
Male Department. 


Owing to the recent date of the superintend- 
ent’s appointment, and the then declining con- 
dition of the school, he is unable to exhibit it 
in that state which his wishes make desirable, 
and which his hopes fix upon, as in good sea 
son to be attained. ; 

Associated with him as instructors, and whose 
appointments are of the same date with his 
own, are four of his fellow-students in the Ge- 
neral Theological Seminary. 

At the time of our appointment, there were 
only two persons recognized as teachers in the 
school, who still continue to assist us; the 
others having withdrawn, in consequence of 
ill health, and from other causes. 

Situated as was the school when we entered 
it, very little can as yet be reasonably expected 
from our exertions, necessarily limited as well 
#8 imperfect. 

Notwithstanding, it Fre the superintendent 
pleasure to say, that the school is assuming an 
improved appearance, and affords a fair pro- 
mise of future increase, both in numbers and 
character. 

. The present number of teachers is 6; mo- 
nitors 2; boys about 110; some of whom are 
new scholars, and others absentees of long 
standing, who have been induced to returm 
and become regular attendants. 


Female Department. 


On taking charge of the school in December 
last, it consisted of 59 white and 48 coloured 
scholars; since which time 114 scholars have 
been added. The number on the register at 
present is 221, all of whom may be considered 
as regular attendants. ‘Che scholars generally 
give satisfaction to their teachers, aad behave 
uncommonly well during divine service—many 
of them join in the responses. We have 13 
teachers, 9 for the white and 4 for the coloured 
classes. 

Great praise is due to those young ladies 
who have continued their unwearied exertions 
since the commencement of the school; and I 
mention with feelings of deep regret the loss 
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we will sustain in the removal of ene of them 
to another church. She has conscientiously 
discharged her duty for more than eight years, 
and her absence will be severely felt. 

We are very much in want of teachers, 28 
the school is daily increasing, and the classes 
at present are much too large. We hope and 
believe there are many ladies in the congrega- 
tion who would willingly join us in this import- 


ant work, if it were known that their services” 


would be acceptable. 


Grace Cuurca Scnoon. 
Male Department. 


The school at present consists of 35 scholars: 
they are divided into three classes, under the 
care of a superintendent and three teachers. 
Most of the scholars read well, and recite in 
the Catechism; and their improvement has 
been such as affords great satisfaction to the 
teachers. There is a library of nearly 200 vo- 
Tames attached to the school, which has been 
found to be the means of securing the good he- 
haviour of the scholars, and which, we trust, 
has been, and will continue to be, the means of 
improving the hearts and enlarging the under- 
standings of those committed to our care. 

Three new teachers are expected shortly to 
join the school; and we look forward to the 
time, when our school will be the means of 
conveying instruction to a much larger num- 
ber than we are at this time enabled to report. 


Female Department. 


The female Sunday school of Grace church 
is perhaps as flourishing as any in the Union, 
and only wants a few more teachers to make it 
still more so. There are at present 150 scho- 
lars attached to the school; the average num- 
ber of regular attendants from 70 to 80, who 
are under the care of only four teachers and a 
superintendent. 


Sr. Pauw’s Cuaren Scnoon, 


Male Department. 


Since the last anniversary, 31 boys have been 
admitted as scholars; and in the same time 13 
have discontinued ; leaving now on the register 
81 scholars. It gives the superintendent plea- 
sure to notice the increased and unremitted 
exertions made by the teachers in the several 
classes under their charge; aud they have the 
satisfaction of witnessing the great progress and 
good effects those exertions haye produced up- 
on nambers of young and i i ildren, 
who, but for this charity, might have remained 
in ignorance. 


Female:Department. 

Since the last anniversary, 31 new scholars 
have been added to the school; 24 white and 
10 coloured. The test number of scholars 
attending at any one time the past year, was in 
the month of September. i. 

The whole number of teachers for the past 
year has been seven. The white department of 
this school is divided, for the want of teachers, 
into six classes, having from 13 to 17 in each 
class. The number of uttending scholars in 
this department is 55. 

From the reports of the teachers, there is 

Vou. X. 
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_ HO reason to say our school is on the decline; 


there are times when, for trifling reasons, 
Orfor no reason at all, the scholars stay away. 
If this could be remedied, it would greatly en« 
courage the teachers, and give them cause to 
think they were not entirely forgotten by their 
friends, They report favourably of the im- 
provement and behaviour of the children.—It 
may be proper to observe here, that the di- 
rectors, in visiting the absent 
discovered that some have changed thei 
of residence to so great a distance from 
pel, as to make it impossible for them te FY 
and some have left the city. 

It is with much regret that we have to 
port the death of one of our most i 
pupils, a Litle girl, an ornament to the school, 
who had attended it with little intermission 
ever since its commencement, and whose re- 
gular good conduct had endeared her to both 
teachers and echolars. She was thirteen, and 
had obtained through her industry a Bible. 

In the coloured department there is little 
encouragement, most of the scholars living at 
service, and only uttending eccasionally, some 
half a day, and some one day in the month. 
The teachers report 27 on their list, who at- 
tend when convenient. They mention one 
scholar in particular, who entered last year, 
and ‘could read but little, has been rewarded 


with a Bible for committing several chapters 
to memory. 


St. Manr’s Cuurca Scnoon, 


Male Department. 


The whole number of scholars received since 
the spring of 1822, is 172, 56 of whom have en- 
tered since the last Notwithstandi 
the many difficulties which the school has 
to encounter, the superintendent thinks it wag 
never in # more prosperous condition than now. 
The present number of scholars is 56: several 
of them have belonged to the school for a 
ber of years. They are divided into five 
and are taught by the superintendent and 
teachers, who are also assisted by two of the 
oldest of the boys, who for their good conduct 
have been advanced to the rank of teachers. 
From 35 to 40 attend regularly; and their de- 

ortment in school, and during divine service, 
is in general such as meets the approbation of 
the superintendent, 

The superintendent has the pleasing satisfac- 
tion to state, that two young gentlemen 
ing to the congregation have come forward to 
assist him; by which means he has been ens 
ubled to re-organize the school, which is now 
divided into seven classes, of which two read 
in the New Testament, Fourteen of the boys 
have commenced learning the Church Cate- 


chism. 
Female Department. 


This school has been alternately flourishing 
and decaying since eur last report. During the 
past spring and summer, it was in a more pros+ 
perous and growing state than at any preced- 
ing periad since its organization ; nting an 
interesting and extensive,field for our work 





and labour of love, as well as affording us ample 


enc ment for increasing sssiduity in the 
yrosecution of it: the harvest truly was great, 
far the labourers few; to which cause, toge- 


20 
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ther with the inclemeney of the season, —s 


be ascribed the tate ——— - its mem 
and the ¥ at irregularity of their at 
ance, 34 pA og the largest number present at 
one time for several months. Twenty-eight 
names have been added to our list of rs 
in the course of the psst year ; the whole num- 
ber now amounting to 64, which we hope to 
increase 4s the ypring advances. 
have every reason to be satisfied with 
rovement of those children who have 
tual-in their attendance at the school, 
and to be abundant in thanksgivings to 
the Author of all good for their exemplary de- 
ntwhile there, as also-at their respec- 
|< homes. Of some of them many interesting 
incidents might be related. One having come 
under our immediate one we Ps sare oo 
recording, 2s it’ proves-t t these objects of our 
care oe eal as msensible to our kind offices as 
it is frequently supposed. In the autumn, it 
pleased the Almighty Disposer of events to vi- 
sit one of our most active associates with severe 
illness, which deprived us of her invaluable ser- 
vices for more than six weeks, during which 
time she was almost daily visited by her little 
ehurge: some of them would sit by her for 
several hours together, the sorrow and anxiety 
expressed in their hitherto happy countenances- 
bearing testimony of the leve “a. 
that glowed within them hearts. ith each 
returning Sunday they seemed more deeply to 
fee! the absence of their beloved instructress; 
and when she was again permitted to resume 
her accustomed duties at the school, it was 
really gratifying to see the delight that was 
manifested by them all. 

This school is at present very much 4n want 
of teachers, two classes being entirely destitute: 
it is earnestly hoped that these vacancies may 
goon be filled, that some of the young members 
of our church may be constrained by the love 
of Christ to aid us in the promotion of his 
Tighteous cause, and participate with us in the 
henour and happiness it confers. 

St 


Aut Saints’ Cuurcn Scoot. 


Male Department. 

This sehool consists of 65 regularly attending 
scholars, who are under the care of a super- 
imtendent and three teachers. The attention 
of the scholars during divine service, and their 
improvement in learningsyare subjects of great 
gratification and eneouragement to the teach- 
ers. 


Female Department. 

This school was opened in October, 1824, and 
GDscholars were admitted ; but there not be- 
ing room enough in the chapel, they were 
consequently dismissed. Ip August, a sehool- 
room was completed adjoining the chapel; 
Since which time 40 scholars , been re- 
ceived, of whom about 25 are regular attend- 
ants. They are all very attentive to their stu- 
dies, They have one superintendent and one 
teacher. 


Curist Cuurcn Scroon. 


Male Department. 
Since the commencement of the’winter sea- 
son the prospects of this school have become 
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truly discouraging. The number of scholars 

n constantly diminishing until, of a large 
~ pumber whose names are on the schoul register, 
the actual attendants cannot be stated to ex 
ceed 25, who are under the care of a superin- 
tendent and three teachers. It were reason- 
able to expect that a school located as this, 
would present a more flourishing and a more 
gratifying aspect ; but there are causes which 
operate to prevent its prosperity, and to coun- 
teract all the advantages of situation, and what- 
ever else it may enjoy. . 

Desth and the + a circumstances of 
time, have deprived the school of most of its 
tormer supporters. The loss of one teacher by 
death, and of several who have left the city, 
has been severely felt. 

Itisa circumstance which redounds much ty 
the credit of the few scholars who continue in 
the school, that their attendance is altogether 
continued from inclination. 


Female Department. 


The superintendent would respectfully state 
to the Board of Managers, that the sc at 
this time consists of 40 regularly attending scho- 
lars, who are under the care of four teachers. 
This diminution of their number from the re- 
port of last year, is owing partly to the want of 
visitors to seek out absentees; omg Ay the 
sickness which, during the winter, pre- 
vailed in almost every ily; and in many 
cases, from the want of suitable apparel. ‘Fhe 
children who do attend, are remarkably orderly 
in school, and during service; and their im- 
provement affords great encouragement to the 
teachers. 

It is proper to record the loss the school has 
met with, in the death of a teacher, who had 
been connected with it i years past, and 
who was endeared to all whoknew her, by her 
amiable manners, her sincere piety, and her 
zeal and devotion to the interesting duties in 
which she was engaged. 

he superimtendent indulges the hope that, 
ere long, this school will revive, and by the aid 
of a few more teachers, and some exertion on 
the part of the members of the congregation, 
will hecome respectable in point of numbers, 
as it must necessarily be beneficial to the neg- 
leeted, but interesting objects of its care. 


Sr. Paurpe’s Caurcn Scnoot. 


Male and Female Department. 


Paring the past year there have been great 
variations in the numbers who have attended 
this school. On some Sundays we have had 
as many 9s 40 assembled, and on others not 
more than 14 0r 15. This irregularity of at- 
tendance has been a great@iseouragement to 
the teachers, and eaused Several of them to 
withdraw. ‘There remain at present one male 
and five female teachers, who appear deter- 
; to persevere through all Gffreulties, and 
whose diligence in instructing the children, and 
in calling upon parents to admonish them of 
their-negleet of sending them regularly, tral 

merits commendation. All the books set fort 

by the Sunday School Society of the church, 
are used, and some of the children have made 
very considerable improvement. Particular at- 
tention has been given to Catechetical instrue- 
tion. God, we have reason to hope, has bless- 


pe 
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s, and seem anxiousto improve. The 
, teachers are deserving of the highest commen- 


edthe labours of this school. Several of 
ers have been excited to a oy igent 

ing after the things which make for their ever- 
fasting peace, and a number of the children 
have manifested a deep sense of religious duty. 
One of them, a girl 11 years old, who died a 
few weeks since, expressed herself during*her 
illness, en the subject of religion, in a manner 
which ie astonished and delighted all who 
v r, 

here is reason to hope this school will yet 
again flourish. 


Sr. Mary’s Cuurcn Scuoot. 


Male and Female Department. 


During the year the school has assumed 
a more flourishing aspect than at any former 
period. The whole number on the register is 
60, of which about 50 are regular attendants. 
It is we gratifying to witness these little chil- 
dren, who, together with their parents, were 
but a shor‘ time since aliens from our church, 
now joining in the responses with accuracy and 
apparent devotion. They commit to memory 
large portions of the Church Catechism, scrip- 
ture lessons, and hymns. For the want of suf- 
ficient room, we have been obliged to confine 
our usefulness to a limited number. The hope 
is, however, indulged, that when the church, 
which is now in a state of forwardness, shall be 
completed, we may enlarge the sphere of our 
usefulness by accommodating a much larger 
mumber. The teachers continue zealous in the 
discharge of their duty. 


Sr. Luxe’s Caurcn Scwoo.. 


Female Department. 


This school is beginning to impreve in point 
of numbers; and promises to regain its former 
standing. The average numberof scholars who 
are regular in their attendance, is from 25 to 
30—the whole number on the list is 50. Vari- 
ous causes have conspired to produce the pre- 
sent depressed state of this school; among 
which, is the circumstance of the organization 
of several new schools among other denomina- 
tions in the neighbourhood. Had it not been 
fer the-undiminished zeal and assiduity of the, 

oang ladies who are its instructors, it must 
save been given up entirely. Great credit is 
therefore due to them; and the expectations 
which are now cherished of the increase of the 
school, and the attainment of something like its 
former ctability, are founded on the con- 
tinuance of their praiseworthy exertions. 

NV. B. The maleschool of the same church, 
which has been diseontinued for the last year, 
it is expected will soon be re-organized, if 
teachers can be obtained. 


Sr. Ann’s Caurca Scnoot. 
Male and Female Department. 


It was deemed expedient to close this school 
during the winter months, in consecuence of 
the remote residence of many of the scholars 
from the place of holding divine service. In 
the summer season we have about 30 attend- 
auts; they evince a warim sttachment to their 


155 


Trinity Cuavrca Scwoot. 
Female Department. 


The superintendent reports that the schoo! 
has not been as numerous, ‘the past year, a¢ 
formerly. She would regret this the i 
she were not assured that those who ‘ha 
this school, have attached themselvess 
of churches more convenient to their: 
tive places of residence. The present num 
of scholars is 20 whites, and.6 coloured, 


Sr. Ann’s Cuuncu Scuoon, Brooklyn. 


Female Depariment. 


This school consists of about 20 scholars. It 
has been very faithfully conducted. Bat lately, 
owing to the ill-health of the superintendent 
and principal teacher, it has not been so flour- 
ishing as it was at the last report. 


We have said above, that this is a 
view of what has been done bya few 
of the members of the church. ‘This is, 
indeed, too true. We would be sorry 
to believe that there existed, in any 
large portion of our communion, an in- 
sensibility to those high claims of God, 
of his holy church, of religion, of mo- 
rality, and of the best interests of sos 
ciety and the commonwealth, which are 
urged by institutions like ours. Facts, 
however, cannot be evaded. The 
congregations with which our several 
schools are connected, are generally 
very large. The schools are established 
upon the principle of gratuitous tuition, 
the result of pious attachment to the 
cause of religion and the church. The 
shortness of the time allotted to the 
work, seldom exceediag three hours ia 
the week, renders necessary the assist- 
ance of many teachers, that due atten- 
tion may be paid to each scholar. To 
do full justice to the great interests 
committed to us, each teacher ought 
not to have the charge of more than six 
or eight scholars. To them the few 
truly holy hours alfotted to iastruction, 
and to the superintendence of study, 
may be rendered productive of their 
full benefit. The whole number of our 
teachers, with the exception of one or 
two schools, is quite inadequate to the 
production of the good which might be 
done; especially if the schools were 
as large as the necessity for this charity 
requires. 
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But the business of instruction is but” 
2 part of the means which should be 
adopted for the prosecution of the great 
and good ends of Sunday school bene- 
volence. It is a species of charity, of 
the importance of which its very sub- 
jects, from their peculiar situation, are 
the most insensible. They must 

ht out, and be urged to avail 
heitbalves of it. And as much of the 
9 discipline of common schools 

ust necessarily be waved in these, vi- 
sits should be paid to the families of the 
negligent and inattentive; and their 
duty and its benefits, together with the 
miserable consequences of their remiss- 
ness, be earnestly and affectionately 
pressed upon them. For these duties 
the teachers have a right to expect the 
kind and pious co-operation of fellow 
members of the church. And yet we 
fear that few of them, probably not 
fifty in all our schools, are found en- 
gaged in so exalted and self-rewarding 
a charity. Surely there might be in 
every congregation, in two or three we 
know there are, those who, by dividing 
this labour, would render it at once 
easy and efficient. 

There is also another way in which 
every member of the church, according 
to his ability, may and should aid in 
this excellent charity. The books re- 

ted to be used, the system of pre- 
which experience has taught to 
be indispensable, and eminently useful, 
and a few other necessaries, though 
each of small account in itself, yet con- 
stitute an aggregate of expense, which 
forms one of the fairest and most im- 
portant claims upon the benevolence of 
the members of the h. Our chief 
dependence is now upon the annual 
collections in the several congregations 
with which our schogls are connected. 

The board would now earnestly soli- 
cit the attention of their brother church- 
men to the high character, and import- 
ant operations, of this society; and 
press the inquiry, whether more might 
not be done, and ought not to be done, 
by an accession to the number of teach- 
ers; by the co-operation of more effici- 
ent directors and visitors in the several 
schoolss and by more liberal pecuniary 
assistance. 

Above all, the board would commend 


Remarkable Preservation. 
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the cause with which they are intrusted © 
to the faithful prayers of the ers 
of the church, that her Divine Head 
may be pleased to direct us in all our 
doings with his most gracious favour, 
and further us with his continual help; 
that in all our works, begun, continued, 
and ended in him, fe may be humble 
instruments of his glory, and through 
him, of the salvation of our fellow men, 
Signed by order of the board, 
Joun H. Howarr, president. 
Attested, 
Tuomas N. Sranrorp, secretary. 
New-York, April 17, 1826. 


e — ee 


From the Christian Remembrancer for 
March, 1826. 

We copy the following account froma , 
West-Indian paper, of an incident which 
occurred during the performance of some 
religious services in Trinidad. 

“ An accident of a very alarming nature 
happened at Savanna Grande on the 10th 
instant. The Rev. Mr. Jeston proceeded 
to the settlement of free Americans on 
the 9th, and gave notice that he would 
the next day solemnize the marriage cere- 
mony between those who wished to enter 
into that state, and baptize such children 
as were presented to him for that purpose. 
The room in which these ceremonies were 
performed, was the same that the bishop 
of Barbadoes had used for the same pur- 
pose some months previous; upwards of 
500 persons assembled, and after thirty 
couples were married, Mr. Jeston, feeling 
oppressed with heat, retired for a few mi- 
nutes into an adjoining room, whilst Mr. 
Mitchell, the commandant, remained be- 
hind, taking down the names of the chil- 
dren to be baptized. Immediately on Mr. 
Jeston’s retiring, the settlers crowded into * 

‘ room in such numbers, that their ac- 
mulated weight occasioned the floor to 
give way, and in a moment all were pre- 
cipitated into a room below; and although 
a large mangle, weighing more than 1500 
pounds, fell at the same moment, and 
rolled down amidst them, not a bone was 
broken, nor any material injury received 
by any person present. So extraordinary 
was their escape, that even the untaught 
minds of these poor settlers attributed 
their safety to the hand of God; ‘ they 
not hurt,’ they exclaimed, ‘ because 

were about God’s service.’—After an 
hour had elapsed, Mr. Jeston, having first 
strongly impressed upon their minds that 
the Almighty would in like manner al- 
ways defend them and be their friend, if 
- they obeyed his word ; and having return- 
ed thanks to God for his merciful provi- 
dence, proceeded with the baptisms. The 
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number of free American settlers bap- 
tized was more than 100, (most of 
children) ; and that of couples marri 
35; and when it is known that most of 
these persons had walked six miles for 
the above pu » None can doubt the 
desire they have to be taught the duties of 
Christianity. The chair on which Mr. Jes- 
ton had, a moment before the accident 
happened, been sitting, was crushed al- 
most to powder; not a board of the floor 
orect. §4 its proper position. One poor 
woman, who was in the room at the time 
with a child in her arms, threw it, in her 
terror, out of the window, and fortunately 
a person standing below caught it in his 
arms; which saved the infant’s life, as 
the height from which it was thrown was 
16 or 17 feet. e understand that it is 
totally impossible to describe the horror 
felt by those who, in comparative safety, 
witnessed the scene. The crash of the 
falling floor—the piercing cries of the wo- 
men seeking their children—the distrac- 
tion of those who, at the moment, con- 
cluded that those dearest to them had 
met with a sudden and fearful death, ren- 
dered the whole a scene so painful and 
agonizing, as it seldom fails to the lot of 
the human heart to witness, and such as 
once witnessed, it can never forget.”— 
The Port of Spain Gazette, October 22,1825. 


No less than five comets were discover- 
ed last year, during about as many months; 
a phenomenon not known to be paralleled 
in the records of astronomy. It is not, 
however, to be concluded, that as many 
may not have been before visible; but 
astronomers were not formerly as nume- 
rous or vigilant as at present. 


In a recent trial, in which a printer 
brought an action against Mr. Stockdale 
the bookseller, for the amount of a bill for 
printing, the lord chief justice disallowed 
the claim, on the ground that, the work 
printed being immeral and licentious, 2 
person concerned in bringing it before the 
public could maintain anaction for com- 
pensation for his labour. ‘ He who has 
lent himself,” said he, “ to the violation 
of the laws of his country, in this gross 
and shameful manner, shall not be allowed 
to claim payment for what he has done in 
execution of such a criminal purpose ; and 
even every servant, however small his con- 
nexion with a work, is equally liable in 
law with the master, if the work be of an 
injurious tendency.” r" 


Mri J. Frost, F.S. A., F.L.S,, remarks 
on the mustard-tree of the Scriptures, 
Luke xiii. 19, “I am not acquainted with 
any species of sinapis that can be called a — 
shrub, much less a tree. The plant most 
likely to be the mustard-tree of the Scrip- 
tures, is a species of phytolacca, which 
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ws abundantly in Palestine: it has the 
allest seed of any.tree in that country 
and attains as great an altitude as anys | 
Two facts confirm this opinion. The Ame- 
ricans use the fresh sliced root’ of phyto- 
lacca decandra for the same purpose as 
we use mustard-seed, viz. that of a cata- 
ean. The seed of a species of phyto- 
acca affords, what the seed of sinapis ni- 
gra does in abundance, nitrogen—an ele- 
ment not found in many plants, exeept 
those belonging to the natural orders eru- 


ciatz and fungi.” i 
Amiable Charity. * 

In a late report of the Benevolent So- 
ciety under the patronage of the members _ 
of St. Paul’s parish, Baltimore, it is stated ” 
that two hundred female children, taken 
promiscuously by the society from all re- 
ligious denominations, have been clothed, 
fed, instructed, and qualified to maintain 
themselves, during the last twenty-five 
years. Such charities, whilst they tend 
to mitigate the ills of life, strengthen the 
links that bind us to the am sex, 
from whom we derive our first support, 
and our last earthly consolations. 


ae cory 
Ordinations. 


At a special ordination held on Thurs- 
day the 16th of March, 1826, in St. John’a 
church, St. John’s parish, Colleton, South- 
Carolina, the Right Rev. Bishop Bowen 
admitted the Rev. Thomas House Taylor, 
deacon, and minister of the parish, to the 
holy order of priests. Morning prayer was 
conducted by the Rev. Christian Hanckell, 
rector of St. Paul’s church, Radcliffebo- 
rough, and a sermon appropriate 
occasion delivered by the Rev. Thomas A. 
Osborne, rector of the church on Edisto 
Island. The cundidate was presented by 
the Rev. Paul T. Gervais. 

On Wednesday the 12th of April, the 
Right Rev. Bishop Hobart held an ordina- 
tion in the chapel of All Saints’ parish, in 
this city; when Samuel Seabury, John A. 
Clark, andJohn eber,were admitted to 
the holy order ofdeacons. Morning prayer 
was read by the Rev,Wm.Creighton, rector 
of St. Mark’s church, New-York; the ser. 
mon preached by the Rev. B.T.Onderdonk, 
an assistant minister of Trinity church, 
New-York ; and the candidates presented 
by the Rev.W.A.Clark, rector of All Saints. 


Confirmation, Consecration, &c.. 


On Sunday the 12th of March, 1826, the 
Right Rev. Bishop Bowen held a confir- 
mation in Trinity church, Edisto Island, 
South-Carolina. Apd on the Tuesday fol- 
lowing the bishop consecrated to the ser- 
vice of Almighty God St. Stephen’s cha- 
pel, Edingsville. This chapel is an ap- 
pendage to Trinity church; into the rec- 
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torship of which parish the Rev. Thomas 
A. Osborne was instituted on the day pre» 


» weding the conseeration. 
+ Confirmation at Chunar. 


The Missionary Register for February 
last states that “ the Bishop of Calcutta, 
with the Archdeacon, spent Sunday the 
12th of September, 1825, at Chunar. The 
Archdeacon gives the following highly in- 
teresting account of the day :— 

“ At Chunar, I may say, we beheld more 
than had been previously told us. On Sa- 

ay morning the 11th of September, 57 

Mr. Bowley’s congregation were admit- 
ted to confirmation, together with nearly 
the same number of Luropeans.—Next'day 
a still greater number of native Christians 
communicated, together with a large num- 
ber of Europeans. Several gentlemen came 
up from Benares, and some officers from 
Sultanpore; among them were Mr. Fraser, 
Mr. Morris, and Mr. Addington: these, 
with Mr.Greenwood and Mr.Bowley, made 
a greater number of clerici than are to be 
met with in one place, on this side of In- 
dia, o@tof Calcutta. The whole had the 
appearance of a jubilee; and the fine 
church, which tlie bishop calls handsome 
and appropriate, was entirely filled. This 
service was in the morning: the heat was 
not oppressive, though the service conti- 
nued from seven till ten o’clock. The 
bishop preached, in English, on the para- 
ble of the good Samaritan ; and here, as at 
Secrole, ministered to the native Chris- 
tians in Hindoostanee. I had here the 
pleastire to assist in administering the 
Lord’s supper; and with no ordinary feel- 


i partaking, [ trust, of gratitude to 
of all grace—I beheld the blessed 
of the gospel, in the improved reli- 
gious state of so many, both European and 
native Christians, in the place where [ en- 
tered on my ministry in this country.—In 
the afternoon worship was held in Hindoo- 
stanee, when Mr. Morris read prayers and 
Mr. Bowley preached. One aisle was filled 
with native Christians, the other by na- 
tives; among whom, ards the upper 
end, were 20 or 30 res ble Hindoo in- 
habitants of Chunar, several of whom seem 
on the very threshold of the kingdom of 
God. The middle of church was oc- 
cupied by Europeans.”” 
=—_ 
ft, Obituary Notices. 
REV. SAMUEL A. PETERS, LL. D. 
‘Wied in New-York, April 19, 1826, after 
ashort illness, the Rev. Samvet A. Peters, 
LL. D. aged 90 years 4months and 7 days. 
Dr. Peters was born ebron, Connecti- 
eut—graduated at Yale college in 1757— 
went to England and took orders in 1757— 
returned and took charge of the churches 
at Hartford and Hebron in 1762, and emi- 
grated to England in 1774: he resided in 
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until 1805, when he. 
to this country, and in 1817 made a jours 
ney, by way of the lakes and rivers, to the 
Falls of St. Anthony, whence he returned 
in 1818. This gentleman has been known 
by his authorship of a history of Connecti- 
cut, written in 1782, and also by several 
other publications in England and in this 
country. _ 


Harrisburg, March 24, 1826. 

Rosrnt E. Hosanr, esq. brother of the 
Right Rev. Bishop Hobart, who died at his 
lodgings in this place on Tuesday morning 
last, had represented the county of Mont- 
gomery for the last two years, and sus- 
tained the reputation of an able and faith- 
ful representative, and a most amiable 
man. He had been in @ @élicate state of 
health for some time, but was confined to 
his room only a day or two previous to his 
decease, which was hastened by a relapse 
of the influenza. Both houses of the legis- 
lature, in honour of his memory, adjourned 
as soon as his death was announced, 
the house of representatives determined 
to wear crape for the space of thirty days, 
Mr. Hobart was of modest and retiring 
habits, but when approached, his amiable 
disposition, and the fund of rational infor- 
mation with which his mind was sto 
never failed to attach to him all those whe 
had an opportunity of his acquaintance. 
His body was taken to his late residence 
in Pottsgrove, to be interred beside his 
wife, whom he had but a few weeks before 
returned from seeing deposited in the 
mansion of rest. His corpse was followed 
to the end of the borough by the following 
procession :—1. Ministers of the Gospel— 
2. The body with six pall bearers: Messrs. 
Anderson, Duncan, Hutter, Beeson,Clarke, 
and Boyer—3. The son of the deceased— 
4. The speaker of the house, and members 
from the county of Montgomery—S. The 
members who boarded with the deceased 
—6. The officers and members of the house 
—-7. The speaker, members, and officers 
of the senate—8. The governor and secre- 
tary of the comimonwealth—9. Heads of 
department—10. Citizens and strangers. 
—Messrs. J. Stevens, Hays, Harrison, Ber- 
tolet, Ellis, Blythe, and Boyer, were ap- 
pointed to accempany the body on the way 
to the late residence of the deceased.— 
The members of both houses proceeded 
from their respective chambers in the 
above order at three o’clock to the funeral, 
and returned in the same order. 


Wibs cwo articice which fallow are Gilien from the. 
Churchman’s Magazine f6r April, 1826, 
MRS. PRUDENCE SOPHIA MEEKER, 
Died in Brookfield, Connecticut, on the 
18th of Marck, 1826, Mrs. Prupence So- 
pura Mexxer, wife of William Meeker, 
Esq. and only daughter of the Rev. Mr. 
Burhans, aged 56, 


again returned 
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_ Inannouncing the death of Mrs. Meeker, 
seldom has the — feeling been more 
painfully excited : and seldom has the pa- 

negyrist had a fairer field for eulogy, and 

the moralist a better ground to teach by 
example. But aware that all funeral ser- 
mons and obituary notices are for the be- 

nefit of the living, we will only notice a 

few of the most prominent features in the 

character of this amiable woman, for their 
improvement— 

That “the sweet remembrance of the just” 

May flourish while she sleeps in dust. 

To those who were acquainted with 
Mrs. Meeker’s life and character, that life 
and character are her best encomiums. 

She possessed what does not always 
unite in the person—the means of 
doing well, sndiert to distribute; for 
while she never turned the poor from her 
door, she entertained the stranger, the 
widow, and the fatherless; she would even 
go in the stillness of night to the abodes 
of poverty and sickness, saying and doing 
much more than “ be warm, and be ye 
clothed.” And it was deeply interesting 
at her funeral, amidst an universal burst 
of sorrowing grief, to hear the poor in 
sobs and sighs detailing to each other 
those offices of kindness she had bestowed 
upon them. 

But she was actuated by higher prin- 
ciples than barely administering to the 
temporal wants of suffering man. Her 
= works were the effects of a lively 

aith in her Lerd and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

The salvation of the soul she ever consi- 

dered the one thing needful. She felt for 

immortal souls around her, for whom 

Christ died: she sought not her own, but 

the things which are Jesus Christ’s: she 

looked not on her own things, but the 
things of others. And as in the primitive 
ages, women were employed as servants 
of the churches and helpers in the Gospel, 
so she considered there was a path for her 
to tread, which, without encroaching up- 
on the functions of the ministry, would 
promote the great objects of that high 

calling. In this path she proceeded in 2 

uniform course of Christian benevolence. 

She took an active part in the first or- 
ganization of a Sunday school, and, like 
Dorcas, she made coats and garments, and 
carried them with her own hands to the 
poor and destitute, and led them into the 
church, and superiatended their religious 
education every Sunday, when her health 


and own ily wo rmit. uall 
active in pe he a Charitable Fe 
Society for thé relief of widows and or- 
phan ¢hildren, over which, by an unani- 
mous vote, she presided ; and lived to see 
it in a very flourishing situation, Also 
equally liberal and exemplary in promot- 
ing the public worship and service, and 
especially in that part, whether prose or 
verse, set to music. On this subject her 
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soul was always enraptured, whether in 
the church or in her domestic circle; 


i 
the latter of which, by her invitation, bee 


neighbours would join, and form one of)” ~~ 
those family concerts that were so gene- ~ 


rally practised in the early ages of Chris- 
tianity. In a word, “ she watched, she 
wept, she felt, she prayed for all.” The 
love of Christ and the unity of the church 
always brightened her countenance, and 
gave <n interesting animation to her cone 
versation. 


In her family she was thei t and 
joy. A fine constitution e her to 
employ a vigorous understanding and well 


cultivated mind for the mental and reli- 
gious improvement of her children, with 
whom she began in their infancy, and con- 
tinued till the day of ber death, to imbue 
their minds with a love and a reverential 
respect for every thing relating to Chris- 
tianity: and so far as man can judge, her 
labour appears not to have been in vain in 
the Lord.* 
Such are a few of the outlines_of her 
character, whose filial respect foran ed 
arent, whose conjugal affections for her 
usband, and whose parental affections for 
her children, and whose usefulness in re- 
ligious and civil society, had excited the 
fondest hopes for long continued useful- 
ness. But, alas! death has disappointed 
these fond hopes, and hath left them but 
the recollection of her accomplishments 
and her virtues, the patience and resig- 
nation of her sickness and death, and her 
assurance of a blessed immortality ta.con- 
sole them. “ Blessed shade, farewell; we 
will revere thy name, and imitate thy vir- 


tues.” % 
MISS CATHARINE 8S, WELLES. r 


Died at Farmington, Connecticut, on the 
18th of February, 1826, of a consumption, 
Miss Catnanixe S. Wexres, daughter of 
Roswell Welles, Esq. of Wilkesbarre, 
Pennsylvania. In the death of this inter- 
esting young lady, society has sustained a 
loss which cannotgasily be repaired. From 
her childhood tse distinguished for 
the unaffected sweetness of her disposi- 
tion, the mildness and amiability of her 
manners, and her affectionate heart, 
Warmly and devotedly attached to the 
Episcopal Church, her life and conversa- 
tion adorned the doctrines she profe 
and its advancement and prosperity ¥ 
the subject nearest her heart. In 
church at Wilkesbarre has lost an 
and efficient member ; for she thought 
sacrifice too great by which the cause of 
her Redeemer might be advanced ; and it 
might almost be said, she was « martyr, to 
the cause she loved. The church had long 
been in an unsettled state; but at length, 
by the blessing of heaven, a society was 





* She left four, the eldest 16, the youngest 4. 
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organized, and a neat edifice erected. As 
their numbers were few and their resources 
small, Miss Welles generously volunteered 
"her services as an nist ; and in the ex- 
ecution of this duty, while the church was 
yet new and damp, she imbibed the seeds 
of that disorder which consigned ber to 
an early . She left home for Con- 
necticut in the summer of 1824, with the 
hope that travelling and change of air 
would bring health and vigour to her lan- 
guid frame: but although a temporary 
ief was afforded, death was not thus to 
disa ted of his victim. Through 

@ protracted scene of suffering and weak- 
hess, her patience and fortitude were emi- 
nently conspicuous; not a sigh or murmur 
escaped her; but she bowed in humble 
acquiescence to the divine will. To a 
friend conversing with her on the prospect 
of death, she dwelt much on the happiness 
of meeting departed saints in glory; ex- 
pressing her firm reliance on the merits 
of her Saviour, said she had no fears, for 


she = that she loved him. 
From the veneer ~ <gemnen anne for April, 
MRS. MARY BAUSMAN. 

Departed this life in Calvert county, 
Maryland, on the 29th of January last, 
Mrs. Many Bavusman, wife of the Rev. 
John P. Bausman, of Brownsville, Penn- 
sylvania, in the 3lst year of her age. 

The closing scene of Mrs. Bausman’s 
life is thus described in a letter from her 
bereaved husband, who had been compel- 
led to leave his flock in Pennsylvania under 
the charge of his brother-in-law, for the 
a! of discharging the last tender 

of conjugal affection around her 
dying bed. “ You will doubtless sympa- 
thize with me, when I communicate the 
painful intelligence of my dear Mary’s 


death. That solemn event took place on 
Sunday, the 2yth instant. On the morning 


of that day I perceived her strength to de- 


cline rapidly, in consequence of which I 
was apprehensive her doa was approach- 
ing. 1 was, therefore, exceedingly anxious 
to ascertain the state of her mind. Among 
the questions pro to her were the 
following :—* Whetheg she felt the Savi- 
our precious to her Sul? Whether she 
loyed him and enjoyed his presence ?. Whe- 
ther he was all her salvation and all her 
2? Whether she had a well grounded 
ofeternal life? Whether death would 

be lcome messenger? Whether she 
to depart and to be with Christ; and 

could say with St. hen, Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit?’ all which she an- 
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swered in the affirmative with a nod, her 
distressing cough not allowing her to 
speak. 

* In the afternoon I administered to her, 
and some of her dearest friends, the me- 
morials of the Saviour’s dying love. It 
was an affecting scene, and will long be 


remembered. She exclaimed, ‘ Bless the’ . 


Lord!’ and a heavenly smile was visible 
on her countenance. About three hours 
after, she sweetly feel asleep in Jesus—in 
my arms, without a struggle or a groan, 
and her happy spirit took its flight to the 
regions of eternal light and joy. There lI 
hope one day to meet her, to part no more 
for ever. This now wipes the falling tear 
from my eye, and I go on mourning, but 


not repining.” : 
For the Christian Journal. 


Lines suggested by the Death of 
ANGELA VAN ZANDT. 
Rare beauty mark’d Angela’s marble brow, 


From which there beam’d a fix’d and holy 


smile ; 
Death gaz’d—her beauty seiz’d—but left the . 
smile . 
To perish with her dust, beneath the tomb. 
A rosy tint glow’d gently o’er her cheeks, 
And ting’d, with loveliness, her coral lips: 
But the spoiler came: with icy hand 
He touch’d her veins, and chill’d the crimson 
stream : 
They faded, as did the young pluck’d rose. 
From her blue eyes beam’d innocence and love; 
A tenderness portray’d her pensive looks; 
But, with haste the ruthless tyrant twin’d 
The silken fringe that edg’4 her twinkling lids, 
Her sweet-ton’d voice oft charm’d the listening 
ear, 
And rais’d a smile upon her parents’ brow ; 
But cruel Death his seal of silence stamp’d 
Upon her tongue—her voice for ever ceas’d.— 


Her spirit lives (such souls can never die) 
A spovess cherub in her Saviour’s arms. 


—_—_ 
Calendar for June, 1826. 


4. Second Sumday after Trinity. 
11. Third Sunday after Trinity. St. Bare 
nabas. 


18. Fourth Sunday after Trinity. 
24. St. John the Baptist. 

25. Fifth Sunday after Trinity. 
29. St. Peter the Apostle. 


Ecclesiastical Meetings in June, 1826. 


3. Delaware Convention. . 
6. Rhode-Island vention, 


7. Connecticut and Ohio Conventions. 
21. Massachusetts Convention. . 
28. Vermont Convention. 











